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The reptile came gliding around the corner of the wall again, and caught sight of him. Frank did 
not have 4 weapon with him. ‘‘Why not make a human torpedo of myself?” he cogitated. 
He unfastened the wires running from his battery to the lamp. 
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FRANK READE JR.’S ELECTRIC SEA ENGINE; 


OR, 


Hunting for A Sunken Diamond Mine. 


aT 


By 


CHAPTER I. 
TITLE BIG DIAMOND. 
j 


The beautiful western city of Readestown was named 
after a noted inventor of wonderful contrivances named 
Frank Reade. 

Having grown wealthy and old, this celebrated man had 
given up inventing and traveling and scttled down to a 
quiet, domestic life. 

A son of his, named Frank Reade, Jr‘, had not only in- 


-herited his talent, but far surpassed the old man in the line 


of invention. 

Frank Reade, Jr., was a tall, dashing fellow, with mus- 
cles of steel, a phicky anc aetna and wore a dark, curling 
mustache. : 

He resided in a mansion with walled-in eiaaude in which 
stood the great machine shops and construction rooms 
wherein the marvelous inventions of his brain were devel- 


oped. 


A comical little old coon named Pomp and a rollicking, 
red-headed Irishman named Barney O’Shea always - 


_ tended the young inventor on the perilous trips he made 
_ with his inventions. 


On a pleasant day in October Frank /was busy in the 


; workshop constructing an electric sea engine in the form of 


a submarine boat, with which he intended to explore. the 
bottom of the ocean. 
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In the midst of his work he was suddenly startled by 
hearing a wild, piercing cry for help coming from some- 
where outside the building. 

Dropping his hammer and leaving the sea engine, he 
rushed out and again heard the shout in the tones of a man | 
coming from the direction of a country road to the westward 
of the grounds. 

There was a door in the stone wall, and Frank rushed up 
to it, flung it open and rushed out to see who was in trouble. 

Observing a violent agitation among the weeds bordering 
the road, he dashed up to the spot and beheld a man strug- 
gling in the hands of four ruffians. 

“You shall not rob me!” he heard the victim shout in 
frantic tones. “I'll die before I’ll give you that diamond !” 

“ill him!” yelled one of the tramp-like looking men, 
savagely. / | 

“Blast him!” cried another. “Finish him quick or his 
yells will bring the police buzzing about our ears,” 

Three of them were holding the fiercely struggling young © 
man, and the other brandished an ugly looking knife to 
plunge it into their victim when Frank rushed forward. 

Before he had taken-two steps the ruffian with the knife 
plunged it into their victim, and he groaned and collapsed. 

ins. 3 '” shouted Frank, furiously. “Would you com- 
mit murder ?”’ 

“Fla! some one’s coming!” gasped the man with the 
knife. r | A 
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They were all startled, and glanohd around at the inven- 
~ tor in alarm. ‘ : 

Bang! went Frank’s fist in the assassin’s eye. 

It knocked him flat on his back, for it was a sledge-ham- 
mer blow. - 

Fearlessly the young inventor sprang at the three others. 

They dropped their victim, who staggered and fell bleed- 
ing to the ground from a sickening wound ‘in his body. 

In an instant Frank was in the midst of the gang, and 
his powerful fist shot out with terrific force. 

Yells and curses resounded on all sides, and rendered 
desperate by the fear that the young Pentti: might get the 
best of them, the rascals closed in on him. 

Surrounded by the four, for the one he had knocked down 


had arisen, the inventor was placed in a critical position. 


Infuriated by the thumps he had given them, the rascals 


had drawn knives and clubs, and were attacking him, vic- 
iously. 

_ Frank received several cuts and sundry blows upon the 
head and body, but he fought like a tiger. 

It might have gone hard with the nervy fellow had it not 
Bein for the fact that Barney and Pomp had followed him 
from the shop, and now came to his assistance, 

“Whoop !” yelled the Irishman, flourishing a shillelah. 
“Tt’s murderin’ Masther Frank they bes, Pomp. Come on 
wid ye. Shtop that, yez stroiped hyenas, or be heavens! 
V’ll strew the ground wid yez corpses, so I will!” 

_ And up to the ruffians rushed the Celt like a: whirlwind. 

, Crack—bang! went the blackthorn on their heads, ' and 
the murderous rascals scattered from around Frank, giving 
him a chance‘to use his fists again. 

The diminutive darky was close at the Irishman’s heels. 

“Clar de track!” he roared. “Heah come de bullgine! 
When I hits somefin’s bound to fall. Wow—golly! Take 
dat, yo’ rascal !” 


And butting the nearest man in the stomach with his 
woolly head with the force of a battering ram, Pomp made 
him give a sudden gasp, double up, and go down like a log. 

Then a lively fight ensued. , 

. _ Frank punched the ruffians. 

Barney broke their heads with his stick. 

And Pomp butted them like an enraged goat. 

In less than two minutes the whole gang was knocked 
out.’ , | 

~ Every one of them lay prone on the ground, one nursiiig 
a broken nose, another tenderly rubbing a dislocated jaw, 
a third gasping furiously for breath, and the last. insensible 
from a thump on the head. 

Frank critically surveyed the battle field. 3 

“They are ours. Tie them up and we will put them in 


jail,” said he. 


While the Irishman and the coon were so employed, the 


_ inventor approached the victim of the ruffians. 





He was senseless and very pale, bleeding “from. a bad 


wound, and might have died had Frank not bafidaged the | 


cut, thus. stanching the flow of blood. | 
By the time the young inventor had finished attending to 
* | 


” 
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‘the yomudel ‘man, DP gcner ind Pomp had the cua 
bound. 


' The injured man was very poorly clad, fina wore a sc u 
growth of sandy beard upon his thin, sunburned face. | 

He seemed to be about thirty years of age, and had rathe 
aquiline features that betrayed great privation and suffer 
ing 


Ghtorteastary his breath smelled of liquor. 


“Some poor, miserable tramp,’’ muttered Frank. “ | 
wonder what he meant by saying he would not allow them 
to rob him of a diamond? Where would he get a diamond 
He looks like a tramp in that patched, threadbare sui 
those burst shoes, old felt hat, and red flannel shirt. But 
ha! what’s this?” 

Just then he saw something sparkle in the man’s hand. § 

Forcing it away, for the stranger had his hands clencheg} 
tightly, the young inventor was startled and amazed to s¢ 
that it was a reugh diamond almost as big as a walnut. _ 

The stone was pure white, and certainly worth abou 
$50,000. 

“Great heavens! Where did this forlorn-looking wretclf 
get such a magnificent diamond?” flashed across Frank® 
minds “Could he have stolen it? Was he one of this gang 
of tramps? Were they fighting to wrest it from one o 
their own friends ?” 


_ “Begorra!” said Barney, “it’s foine jew oh that fellow bet 
afther sportin’ wid thim auld clothes. Is he ther loikes av # 
king in disguise ?” | 

“There is some strange, deep mystery connected with thi 
case, ” replied Frank, “And I shall solve it, too. Run for 


guards them, and I will carry the wounded man home. 
needs medical attendance, or will die. Say nothing of the 
diamond to any one.’ | 

This order was carried out. 

As soon as Barney was gone. Pomp posted himself of 
guard over the oe and Frank carried the wounded mati 
home. | 

The police took the murderous four away, and when Bard 
ney and Pomp reached the house they found a doctor at4 
tending to the wounded man. The chief of police was with 
them. 

“The wotind is not serious,” said the ifivdiclen: 
knife blade did not touch a vital spot. He will soon re 


cover. Had the weapon deviated half an inch he woul¢ 
have been killed.” 


“An escape by a very narrow margin,” commented Fran 3 
as the doctor took his leave. “I’m glad it is no worse.” 

“Thim spalpeens wot made a pin-cushion av him, sor, is 
behoind ther bars,” said Barney, solemnly, “an’ here 
bes ther chief av ther police ter get ther mon’s ante-mortem 
statemint so as ter fill ther poor divil wid j’y afther he doieg 
be hangin’ his murderers for ther croime.” | 


“The 


The wounded man had revived, and the chief asked him 
“What is your name, age and residence § 29 
“My name is Oscar Hunt. I am thirty years old, 
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rub iS What i is your occupation ?” | ‘ 
-“T have none. I was a sailor on the wrecked ship, Ida O. 
che Ray. ? 


fer} « pete you any relatives?” — 
one whatever.” 
hat is your nationality ?” ye 

“| “American. I was born in New York City.” 
em’ “Who. were the men who assaulted you?” 
1d°| “JT do not know any of them; they were tramps.” 
uit, “What was their object in attacking you?” 

| _ “T went into a liquor saloon to get a drink. There I 

foolishly exposed a large diamond I owned. They saw it, 

ang when I left Readestown to tramp out\in the country to 
ied geta job as a farm-hand, they followed me, and attacked me 
sée to steal the diamond. And they got it.” 

_ “You are mistaken. All were searched at the police sta- 
yut. tion, but no diamond was in the possession of any of them.” 

“Then it must be lost at the place of the fight.” 

ch| “How came you to be in Readestown ?” 
b. ‘4 “ After being wrecked I was picked wp and carried to New 
ng York. There I boarded a train and was carried to this 
of place. T was told of a farmer who would employ me not far 
from here.” 

“Where did you get the diamond ?”- 
- “Fyom a mine on an island in the Indian Ocean. That 
isle, owing. to an earthquake, sank under the sea shortly 

after I left it on a ship. I was friendless and penniless. 
us } Tf T dared to try to seH such a valuable diamond, people 
2) would think I stole it. I therefore was poor, and yet very 
1P\ well off.” | mn " 





el “Well, yours is a queer case. On yqur. evidence T will 
he “give those tramps a long term in prison.” 
And getting Oscar Hunt to sign an affidavit against the 
four ruffians, the chief of police took his departure. — 
mn { a , - 
a CHAPTER II. 
te THE STORY OF A SHIPWRECK. 
h | 


The brief explanation Oscar Hunt had made the chief of 
police of the manner in which he procured the big diamond 
excited Frank’s curiosity, and he said to the patient : 
“T wish you would tell me more about yourself, sir.’ 
“You haye been very kind to me, sir,” said Hunt, ear- 
nestly. “I ama very g grateful man, for I remember enough 
Y ' about the fight to know that I owe my life to you. I will do 
_ anything you ask.” 
*“T do not wish to pry into your “private fdtiwane but 
what you have mentioned to the chief of police has made me 
curious, more especially as I have saved your diamond for 
| you, and here it is.” — 

He handed the sufferer the big gem. 
‘ Oscar Hunt ¢agerly grasped it. 
_ “I am glad those tramps did not get the stone,” said he, 
T «for now I ean show iny. ees of what you have 
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iar hh ive n no “Home,” the ana aiid in a ,straighforward | done for me. ake the diamond, sir, and keep it asa token | FS 


of my gratitude.” 

“Oh, no!” replied Frank, smiling. “I am rich—I do 
not want it. You need it a great deal more than I do.” 
“That stone is as useless to me as a piece of granite. If 


I were to attempt to sell it, I’d be arrested on suspicion of 


having stolen it. Besides, sir, I know where there are hun- 
dreds more of them lying at the bottom of Asi Indian 
Ocean.” 

He spoke in tones of such sincerity that Frank saw he 
told the truth. es 


And such being the truth, this man was possessed of a se- 
cret which was worth a fabulous fortune to him, if he were 
to go and get the diamonds from their hiding place in the 
sea. : 

“You amaze me,” said the young inventor. 


“Tt may sound like a lie,” said Oscar Hunt, bluntly; 


“but of course it matters little to me what people think. I 
like you for saving my life, I say, and I therefore would 
not tell you a falsehood. Let me make my aigaming clearer 
by telling you about the matter, Mr. Mr. 

“Reade—Frank Reade, Jr.” 

“Frank Reade, Jr.!| Why, are you the great inventor of 
air ships, overland engines, and submarine boats that the 
newspapers have been mentioning so much for the ee 
few years?” 





“T am the inventor you mention. # 

“Thunder! I never expected to have the pleasure of 
meeting such a celebrated man as you are, sir, although 
when I reached this town I knew very well you lived here. 
Well, as I was going to tell you my history, I'll go ahead.” 

“T am all attention.” 

' “To begin, then, let me explain that T was left an orphan 
when a boy,.and having taken a liking to the life of a sailor, 
I got a position aboard of a ship. I had a varied experience 
as a sailor for fifteen years. 
foremast hand was the Ida C. Ray. She was bound from 
New York to Calcutta. One evening I had a row with the 


captain, who was an ugly rascal, and it might have gone 


hard with me had not a storm of he violence just then 
came up. | 

“We were then off the coast of India ten miles, in i 
neighborhood of Lake Chilka. The ship struck on a rock 
and stove in the bow. She began to sink. The men took 
to the boats. I was not allowed to join them by the captain, 
who was spiteful against me. The boats\vanished in the 
gloom. I was left alone on the sinking wreck. For sev- 
eral hours I was tossed about at the mercy of the wind and 
waves. Then the ship struck again. The lightning showed 
me that it was upon an island. Here she went to pieces. I 
was cast ashore by the waves. 

“On the following day the storm cleared away. I found 
myself on aysmall island about twenty miles ‘from a coast, 
-I could faintly see a mountain in a state of 







eruption. 
looked very much like the upper part of an enormous nae 
black cross.” — 


The last craft I sailed in asa . 


‘his mountain was of peculiar formation, for it © 
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Ke er a iruint chine,” Frank beianeated as Hunt paused. 


_ this is one. 


_ you have made no error. 


‘ ‘ 


_ profits with my two friends here and myself: e 
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_ FRANK READE, : 


“Yes; but it will serve as a landmark some day when I | 
go back there to locate the island. At any rate, I foisid 
myself upon a small isle of peculiar formation. Its top, 
rust consisted of sand, gravel and loam, eighteen inches 
below it a layer of stiff black clay four feet thick, and be- 
neath that a layer of farruginous sandstone, or conglom- 
erate, and in this were numerous big diamonds, of which 
I discovered this in a split in the ground. 

“ At first I was frantic with joy over my discovery of this 


wonderful, diamond field, and I spent the whole day gather- 
Ang them in a heap, which I finally buried under a rock. 


But when ’the pangs of hunger assailed me, and I found no 
food on the desolate isle, I forgot my great treasure. Sev- 
eral days passed by, and I had no food or water. I was 
starving to death.” : 
“Horrible, horrible!” said Frank, pityingly. 


- Well, on the fourth day I sighted a ship and in my wild 
anxitty I rushed into the sea and screaming at the top of 
my voice I struck out for her. No sooner had | left the isle 
when an earthquake shock occurred. The island sunk to a 
depth of what looked like thirty or forty feet, for I could 
clearly see it down below,when the agitated waters sub- 
sided. I swam and shricked until I was exhausted. “My 
strength began to wane. Presently I lost my senses. When 
I finally came to I found myself on the ship. Her crew had 
heard and seen me. I was picked up\at the last moment 


cand was saved. It proved to be the American ship Thetis, 
_ bound for New York. I told the captain my story of wreck- 
~ cage, but kept the knowledge of the sunken diamond mine 


va secret and found that I:had_only saved one stone—this 
ne. How I chanced to drop it into my pocket Ido not. 
remember. I kept it hidden. It was useless'to me. I got 


_ what little money was due to me from the owners of the Ida 


C. Ray, and-disgusted with a seafaring life advertised and 
was offered a position as a farmhand near Readestown. 1 
was on my way to take it when I fell in with the four 


. tramps about whose murderous attack you already know.” 
_ Oscar Hunt paused. 


Frank was amazed at his story. 
_ “So that’s how it happened, eh?” he asked. - 

“That is the true story of my adventures.” 
_ “Remarkable! Your description of the sort of bed in 
which you found the diamonds shows me conclusively that 
Diamonds only occur in such 
soil as you have described. I have every faith in your 
story. But Id like to know if you think you could find that. 
sunken diamond mine if you were to go in search of it, as 


“you intend doing ?” 


_ “Very easily!’ emphatically declared Hunt. 


-.. “Now suppose I were to offer to carry you there and get 


some of those gems—would you be willing to divide the 





“But it 
Diving suits nd appa- 


“Of course I would,’ was the eager rephy 
would be a very expensive voyage. 
ratus would be needed.” 

_ “My friend, I am at present building a new submarine 


. 
A 
u 
: : 
. » 7 ‘ 
Te « i¢ ‘ 7 


ses mum 
ae 


oa 


be ere a 
¢ OTRIC § 


sea engine pee eonldl i neti henily adapted aa th 


_work required. If you wish to. enter into an agreement t i 
‘use her to go after the sunken diamond mine when she ii 
finished I will assume all the expense and risk, and shal 
only ask you to accompany me and point out the plae 
where the sunken island lies.” | 


“Luck favors me!” cried Hunt, delightedly. “] jcoa 
your offer, anc will gladly share or pay all the expenses ii : 
you will dispose of this diamond, since you will not take i 
as a present.” : 

“We will say no more about that now, then,” said Prank " 

“vou get well. 
finish building the sea engine. If she turns out as success. 
ful as her niodel.was we will go on this voyage, eh, bore@ 

_ “Wid all me heart,” assented Barney. A 

“Fo? suah, chile,” Pomp added. | 

So that point was settled. 

It delighted the wounded man. 


Frank and his two friends then left. 1 
Returning to the shops, they resumed their work on the 
new wonder, and stuck to it until nightfall. ia 
Then they came in to supper. 
Barney and Pomp were inveterate practical jokers. 
Although greatly devoted to Frank, and thinking a great 


a a 


other. ‘ m 


When the Irishman finished his supper, he lit his old clay 
pipe, and getting his hat, he strolled out in thé yard. 


Sg iss nisl 


the coon, he stole into the building and took two coppe 
wires bora a series of storage batteries, and crept over to 
window above the darky’s head. | 


He made a hook in the uninsulated ends of the wires, 


poked them out the window, caught them on the back of} 
the metal chair, and a current of electricity was communi- | 


cated to it. 


The moment it struck Pomp, the coon gave a yell, 


ch 


In the meantime my friends and I wi iF 


Pomp was sitting on an iron chair against the workshop} 
playing a tune on a banjo, and the moment Barney 7a 
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deal of each other, they were forever playing jokes on each | é 


bounced up in the air, dropped his init et and came down | 


on the seat with a thud. 


“Murdah !” he yelled. “Wha’—wha’—wha’ dat?” 

His hands came down on the chair and were glued there. 

He could not let go in spite of his efforts. 

“Gosh amighty ! 
howled. 


He struggled and squirmed, and made horrible faces, and } 
Barney uttered a roar of laughter as he strolled out of the. 


shop. 
“What’s ther matter, 
“T"hrowin’ a fit?” 
“T’se on fiah!~ 


' 


_ | bellowed Pomp. 


“Shall [ play ther hose on vez?” 

“No, no! Glory halleluyah! Doan’ yo’ see I’se stuck ?” 
And poor Pomp began to,kick and squirm furiously. 
Barney fairly screamed with laughter to see the comical 
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I’se full ob pins an’ needles!” che 


‘naygur?” he asked, blandly. 


Jerusalem, de golden—take me away!” | 


| OG done dat!” he roared. 
tos heavens, I’m kilt!” roared the Celt. » 


antic of the little coon, and then the truth flashed over 
J Pom, p’s mind. 
nll He reached out his foot and kicked Barney on the ‘ahing, 





| ward the coon, when his hands came in contact with the 

if chair. 

it | Then he got a shock, for he was caught in his own aah 

He couldn’t let go, either, and howled worse than Pomp. 

; In a moment more both the coon and the Celt were kick- 
hin and yelling together as the electricity flew through 

them, and a sicker looking pair it would have been hard to 
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CHAPTER III. 
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A FATAL TRIAL. 
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- The furious uproar made by the coon and th Irishman 


"they came rushing out to ascertain the cause of the disturb- 
ance. 

i As soon as they saw Barney and Pomp furiously strug- 
_gling, they imagined that they were fighting, and several 
| of the most peaceably inclined ran up to separate them. 
No sooner had they put their hands on the pair when 

3 | they, too, were shocked by the,electric current, and could 
not let go. — 

. ie | Howling, jumping and squirming, they added to the con- 

fusion and uproar, much to the. amazement of those who 
5 had not done anything to stop the supposed fight. 
This might have continued a long time had not Barney 
os seen how matters stood, and yelled to one bf the men: 
_ “Hey, Jim, come here!” 

_ “What do you want?” asked the man addressed.. 

- *Unhook ther woire from ther back av this chair.” 

: The mechanic complied and the current was broken. 

+ > As soon as this occurred the four men no longer felt the 

peectricity, and were able to let go the metal chair. 
_ They did not wait to say a word, but scattering, they 

e “rshed off in all directions and quickly vanished from. view. 

_As Barney had suffered as much as Pomp, they did not 

a iscuss the question after that, but let the matter drop. 

3. continued his work upon the sea engine, and at 

he end of two weeks the wonderful vessel was completed. 

e a In the meantime Oscar Hunt had rapidly recovered from 

his wound, and by the time the submarine boat was fin- 

: ig hed he was up and around again, and prosecuted the four 

“tre mps. ; 

4 “They were a yi to long terms in prison. : 

te Bion the day the sea engine was finished, Frank met the 

sailor in the yard and shouted to him: 

aH Say, Hunt, come in here, and I’ll show you my new in- 

vention. * , 

“He always maintained the utmost privacy while con- 

truct ng his peculiar contrivances, never permitting them 

fie eer until 4 were comininen and secured by patents. 
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Y His legs flew from under him, and he pitched over to- } 





The sailor oh bay very curious about this siaétting and 
therefore was delighted at the prospect. of seeing her. 

Frank led him to a walled reservoir next to the construe- 
tion room, in which the craft had been built, and in this 4 
sheet of water floated the new invention. 

The reservoir was Cane by a canal with a river that 
flowed to the sea. 


The sea engine was named the Clipper. | 

She was a flat cone, one hundred and fifty feet long, 
twenty-five feet wide, and fitteer? feet deep, tapered to a 
point at each end, had a pilot-house in front, a railed deck, 
and a trap-door in the middle. 

At the bow an immense sharp blade was secured, there 
was a big electric searchlight on each side of the turret, a 
pair of paddle-wheels were on each side of the hull, and at 
the stern was a rudder and a propeller. 

Numerous oblong bull’s-eyes broke the sloping sides of 
the oval deck, while along the en were a number of water 
valves. 


_was heard by some of Frank’s mechanics in the shop, and | The boat was made of finely tempered steel plates: a ” 


‘inch thick, stretched over a frame of steel of the most mas- 

sive build, designed to withstand an enormous water pres- 

sure. | ay 
Even the glass in the pilot-house windows was¢an inch 


| thick, and made in small squares, in order to gain strength. — 


Oscar Hunt uiie at the marvelous engine in aerpnes 
ment. | 
“With all my experience with ships,” said he, “I have 

never seen anything like this before in my life.” 
“She certainly is an oddity,” Frank laughed; “but then | 
the work expected of her is far'different from that which 
you are accustomed to; she can descend five hundred feet | 
under water, and travel there in satel for a week ata 
time.” ; 
“This is extraordinary ! How a you do it ” | 
“Come aboard and I’ll show you.” 
They crossed a geng-paak to the deck. 











Passing through the open trap they descended a aise 
flight of metal stairs into a small, round, metals lined com- 
partment. | ee: 

There were two levers on the walls, and several valves in © 
the floor. 

“This is the exit chamber,” Frank wid explanatorily. 
“Under the sea, if we wish to leave the interior in a diving 
costume, we enter this room and pull one of those levers. It — 
opens a valve admitting the sea water. As soonas tle room 
is full the diver is accustomed to the surrounding sea pres- 
sure, and can go out without feeling the ehange.. When he 
comes in and closes the trap, he pulls this second lever. That — 
puts a pump in operation emptying the water out. When 
it is all out you can open the door and enter the living 
rooms.” . 

“Tow ingenious! » 
“ Follo mae) 33, 

Frank pushed the door open. ; 
They were in a passage and walked aft to a big room. | 
It contained an engine such as a steamship carries, ex- i 


ween, 
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~ earries her to the surface.” 


and saw that there was enough ne ee compressed in 





_ lamps, as were the other apartments, the currents for which 


the hold. The ones in the bow and stern are filled with air 


‘Enough water is let in to overcome the buoyancy of the air 
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cepting that such parts were ay. as wore  ieled upon 
by water and steam. | 
The machinery turned the paddle wheels and screw, 
It was worked by an electric motor deriving its foree 
from innumerable big storage batteries ranged against the 
walls, 


This room was ‘Thammiated by electrie incukababeet 


came from a machine standing in the middle of the room. 
The ceiling was strufg with mazes! of insulated copper 
wires for carrying the electric currents te all the working 
parts. | 
An air pump, a water pump, a dynamo, an oil engine, and 
a series of belts, fly-wheels, electri¢é motors and shafts made 
up the rest of the contents of the room. 
“This is the engine-room,” said Frank. . 
“Complicated,” commented the puzzled sailor. ° 
“On the contrary, mee simple to one understanding elec- 
tricity.” 
-“That’s the point.” 
“Come this way.” 
Frank made his way up forward. 
~ The first room after passing the exit chamber was a store- 
room for holding water, provisions, ship chandlery, tools, 
diving-suits, arms and ammunition, and. duplicate ne of 
the: vessel. 
Forward of this room was-a kitchen, pantry and mess- 


room combined, an electrical range for the cooking, and mo- 3 


tor fan-wheels to keep the room cool. 

- A door from here led into’the turret, which contained sev- 
eral bunks, handsome furniture, a steering wheel, a com- 
pass that could be used under the sea, a number of electrical 
and-meteorological registers, and a switchboard for controll- 
ing the électric currents. 

By means of this arrangement the pilot governed the en- 
gine. 

Frank explained the use of everything to the sailor. 

Then he added in conelusion : 

“But one thing more needs explanation; then you will 
know all about the Clipper. She has three compartments in 


under pressure, which is kept cool and wholesome by a solu- 
tion of patash, lime and water. The air is automatically 
fed to the living-rooms, as we need it, and the vitiated car- 
bonic acid gas, from breathing it, is carried off into the 
water ‘by valves. The center reservoir is a water chamber 
for ballasting the sea engine-so as to sink her to any depth. 


in the forward and after reservoirs. That sinks her. If I 
wish to raise her I let out some of the water, and the air 


“Tt is a wonderful arrangement, Mr. Reade.” 

“Would you like to see how it — r | | 
“By all means.” ~ | ” ey 

“Then I’ll send her to the end of the reservoir.’ » | 

Frank glanced at the register dial of the air-chambers, 






~ FRANK READE, JR’S: ad SEA ENGINE, | 





emptied from the sea engine, until it was all out. 
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the reservoirs to lists an Naor ar sd, ‘ana shan pulled a Jes 
opening the water valve. sg 

As soon as the midship reservoir began to fill the boag 
sank. 4 

Down she went to the bottom of the pool, and a dent | 
gloom began to pervade the interior. | 

Frank turned on the electri¢ lights. 

They shed a brilliant glow through the boat. a 

He next turned the current into the searchlights, and 
silvery glow immediately filled the water ahead. 4 

By turning one of the levers, he started the air injecto 
working, and a cool, fresh atmosphere filled the sea em 
gine. 

~The Clipper paused on the bottom. 

_ It was covered with mud, 

The depth was thirty feet. 

Fishes were swimming around the engine, and every thinl 
outside became as plain as if bathed in sunlight. = _ 

A ery of astonishment pealed from Hunt's lips as he 
gazed out the window upon the moving vegetation g crowing 
among the rocks lining the bottom. 

“T have never seen anything like this before,” he cried. 

“Wait until we get out to sea,” said Frank. “This is 
nothing in compa with the scenes you will then wits 
ness.”* | 
“Hark! What is that neMine sound ?” 

“Good heavens! Has any accident occurred?” 

They both listened intently. | 

A dull roar reached their ears. x; 

It caused a puzzled, uneasy look to cross Frank’ s face. 

He cast a sharp glance up at the register, and started 
violently when he observed the dial of the air-chambers. 

“Anything gone wrong?” asked Hunt. 

“The air is escaping from: the reservoirs!” exclaimed 
Frank. 

“How?” anxiously demanded the sailor. 

“Into the water. That’s what makes the roaring noise. | 
We will soon have none to breathe. We must get to the top 
at once. | 

“Merciful powers! Don’t lose a moment, then.” 

Frank started the water pump, and tons of water were 























But by the time this was done all the air had escaped, | 
and her two inmates were gasping stentoriously for breath. 
“She won’t rise, as she has no buoyancy!” gasped Frank, 
gloomily. 
“Must we perish locked up in here?” 
“No. We have one chance to escape. It is a desperate 
risk. But unless we attempt it we will certainly die!” 
And Frank rushed from the turret, followed by Hunt. 


/ 





CHAPTER IV. 
OFF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


Reaching the exit chamber Frank and his companion has- 
tened in and closed the door, whereupon the young inventor 
said, in hasty tones : : 


a 


7 
| 


a ditt» % & et te 6S Nhe Fe OL 1 ae oe eee 











Bi tha ‘Our only: course es ‘reach the oe is te open ihe eee? 


_ [-above, hold our breath, get out into the pool, and ascend to 
oat) ‘the surface by moving our hands.” | 


“Can we hold our breath long enough ?” 
uy “'That’s where the risk comes in.” 

“Tm ready to try it.” 
_ | “Now look out!” 
- | Frank ascended the stairs and <antl the trap. 
la} In gushed a tremendous volume of brine. 

_ As soon as it struck him he was knocked down. 

In thundered the water with terrible force, filling the 

room. 
|. Within a remarkably short space of time the entire place 
| was flooded, aud Frank and his companion, holding their 
Ms breath, swiftly made their way to the opening. 
ie Fast as they moved the time seemed interminable. 

» When they reached the trap it seemed as if they must 
“respire. 
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he | ; Their brains seemed on the verge of Seen a dull roar 

e ‘sounded in their ears, and sparks seemed to flash: before 
_ their eyes. \ 

: _ Frantically they reached the deck. 

| -* Then they started for the surface fifteen feet above. 

t- | Before they reached it they had to let their breath. go. 

L ; Swallowing the brine, bes realized that they were drown- 

_ | ing. 


But just-as all tobi fl d, and they hegan to writhe and 
_srugale blindly, they emérged from the top. 

| Here they caught a breath of air. . 

Oh, how delicious and invigorating it wack as they vo- 
a raciously drank it in and lived and breathed again as they 
; were wont to do. | 

: "The ecstasy of that moment more than compensated shin 
d for the mental torture they had been sre latiscs when 
drowning. | 

: _ Swimming to the shore, they clambered out of the pool, 
- r and sat onthe ground gasping for breath and ejecting the 
~ brine they had swallowed. . 


In a few minutes they recovered entirely and got upon 
- their feet. 

" - “We’ve won!” exclaimed Frank. 

_ “This is better than strangling in the sea engine,” said 
Hunt. . 

= “Let us go to the house ind change our clothing.” 












se "shops, and telling him what had happened, he directed the 
Ra _ man. to have the Clipper raised immediately. 
__ Then he went to the house with the sailor. 

In the afternoon the foreman came in and said that the 
: .. had been raised and examined, when it was discovered | a 
3 ~ that the rivets in a seam above the garboard streak had 
2 come out. a 
The air had thus made its escape from the reservoirs. 
b  Ordtring the man to put bolts in the plates instead of 
et pie for security; Frank went to see how Hunt was se 


oi 


> As they left the inclosure Prank: met the foreman of his 


“T presume you wil now have such a red of of ae Clip 
per that you will not care to venture on a submarine cruise 
in her?” said Frank, when he explained what happened.. 

“On the contrary, I am eager to go,” replied the sailor. 
“I have every confidence in the sea engine. The quicker we. 
start the better.” | 


“Good for you! J like your nerve. 
go Saturday.” 

The Clipper was soon repaired. 
_ She was then stancher than ever. 

The rest of the week was spent by Frank and his two 
friends at equipping her for her long voyage. 

It had been the inventor’s intention to make an exploring 
trip in her for mere pleasure, but now that they had an ob- 


She shall be ready to 


| ject in view it lent a spice to the cruise. 


Frank realized that their information about the bottom 
of the sunken diamond mine was very meager, for the sailor 
had no bearing of the place beyond a mere view of a far- 
distant voleanic mountain. . 


By this time the eruption might be over, and a long and 
tedious search for the place would be necessary. 

When Saturday came the sea engine was ready to; start. 

Our friends took leave of every one on shore, and board- 
ing the Clipper the inventor entered the turret, pulled a 
lever over that put the battery current into the machinery, 
and she started. _ 

The four paddle wheels, in conjunction with the screw, . 
lent the boat a great rate at speed. | 

Going through the canal into the river, she followed that 
water course to the Atlantic, and finally ran out into the 
ocean. i 

Frank shaped her course for the southeast. 

Her oval back made her look like an enormous turtle, 
and yet upon a close inspection her general outline was that 
of an engine resembling a locomotive running over the sea. 

So odd was this appearance, in fact, that it amazed peo- 
ple on passing ships, who caught a glimpse of her in passing, 

Her machinery worked like a clock. 


Fair weather favored her on her long cruise ‘ave the 
Cape of Good Hope, and the advantage of the huge blade at 
her bow was made manifest in crossing the Sargasso. 

It cut through the kelp like a razor, opening a passage for 
the sea engine through the dense drifting weed, whereas 
with ordinary vessels, the stem caught. it, retarding their 
progress. i 

Upon reaching. the las of Good Hope, the waters as- 


‘sumed an extraordinary aspect never seen anywhere else 


At the period of high tide in the offing, the waves were 
the highest in any part of the ocean, under thé influence of 

strong northwest wind, which traversed the South Atlan- 
tic, pressing the waters toward the Cap@™ 


The billows lifted themselves in long ridges, with deep 


| hollows between them, running high and fast, tossing their 


white caps aloft, and resembled at pes hills of a rollig 
prairie.’ | 
. Their march was stately and their roll iadialse 


They attained the appalling height of forty feet. 
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ual: doubling the + stormy Cae, es find Mercaives current comes Shane” a Sue of fifty loess: Ae a dazalil 
followed for weeks at a time by these rolling swells furiously light, equivalent to 2,000 Carcel jets for each lamp, i is the 
driven and lashed to foam by the west wind. obtained.” © ; Be 
| The sea engine was rolled and tossed like a cork in these; Hunt turned toward the window and peered out. 
i immense billows, and Frank turned fo Hunt and said: | A cry of alarm escaped him as he did so, and he shouted 
“T am going to double the Cape under water.” “Port your helm—quick !”. ; 
“Just as well to do so, sir,” the sailor replied. “What for?” commanded Frank, without complying. | 
there ! tie ' “There’s an enormous whale rushing at us!’’! yi 


He pointed at the sky, where banks of dark, threatening _ Frank merely smiled, and as he peered out he put ever 
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clouds were piling up in heavy masses. volt of electro motive force in the wheels that the batterié 


It was a violent storm gathering, to get caught in which 
in that region was almost fatal. . 

“That clinches the matter,” said. Frank. 

“Won't it be just as piel down below ?” 

“No. Although the motion of a wave is feit three hun- 
dred and fifty times its height, down in the profound 


Clipper. 


generated. ; 
The Clipper rushed ahead furiously. 
Fifty yards ahead there was a whale fully eighty feet i 
length, and this gigantic monster was rushing teward thé} | 


It was very evident that it was a savage dapdaitiondl | 
beast, else it would never have attempted to attack the boatie 
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depths, yet the further you go down, the more diminished 
the strength of the motion becomes.” _ 
“Then, as the waves are forty feet high, their motion 
must be felt to a depth of 24,000 feet.” - 
“Exactly. That's over two miles and a half.” 
As Frank spoke, he opened the sea valves. — 
The Clipper began to sink. 


On it came, and around it swept to deal the sea engine ay 
blow with its tail, designed to smash the boat. 
- The force of such a blow might have demolished the boat , 
Frank realized what its intention was. | 
He kept his glance upon it keenly, and operated the ed 
with amazing skill, for he knew very well that all depended} 
upon him to save the sea engine from ruin. 
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He ‘let her go down to a depth of three hundred feet and 


then shut’ the valves, when she ran ahead under water. 

There was an unknown depth below the boat. 

The electric lights blazed out, lighting up the submarine 
/ scene, and displayed a variety of fishes around the Clipper. 

She scarcely felt the waves here, and her water ballast 
caused her to ride as nes as a rock. | 

“’She'had a full supply of a: air in ‘her reservoirs, and as soon 
as the injectors began to operate our friends felt no more 
inconvenience than would have been Papenenonnye the sur- 
face. , * 

“Don’t the air get hot re being strongly compressed ?” 
asked Hunt. + 


“Yes; it would, and would injure us,” Frank replied. 


_ “But by a simple arrangement I have it traverse two layers 


of water before it reaches us, and that cools it. By the time 
it is used up by breathing we have a fresh supply of air from 
the reservoirs.” — 

“How deep can an ordinary diver go down?” 

“Less: than two hundred feet. Every thirty-two feet 
down he finds an additional pressure of fifteen pounds to the 
square inch upon him. As an ordinary sized man presents 
about 6,000 square inches, you may imagine what an enor- 
mous weight he has to sustain. an 


“This boat must be under 2 an enormous pressure, then.” 


“That’s why I built her so strong.” 
“Why do you only use electric lights ?” 


“Simply because other lights have to consume air to burn | 


down here. If air is fed to them, the wicks carbonize soon, 
and the light gets feeble and goes out. Our brass search- 
lights are watertight, and inclose regulators of a system of 
my own. The wires which conduct the current enter the 


ia lamps by traversing a ee plug of tow. The 
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‘ing toward the whale, while that part of it which had been 


CHAPTER V. 


LIBERATING THE SLAVES. 











_ There sounded a tremendous thump as the sea engine 
came in contact with the whale’s body. | 
The shock knocked Oscar Hunt down, but Frank re 
tained his perpendicular by clutching the wheel. 

“We're gone!” gasped the startled sailor. 

“Not yet!” replied Frank, in grim tones. 

He had his glance fixed upon the whale against whic 
the sea engine had run with terrific force. | 

And he saw the huge blade cut through the animal’s ees 
like a cleaver, severing it in two. 

Instantly the sea was dyed crimson with the creature’s 
blood, and while the tail and large portion of that slenderest 
part of its body went one way, the remainder went the other. 

Both sank out.of sight, and the Clipper continued. on. 

It was a terrible cut, for the sea engine had been plung- 


severed was sweeping around toward the boat, increasing the 
force of contact. | 
Hunt scrambled to his feet and wildly peered out. 
‘“‘Where’s the whale?” he asked in amazement. 
“Cut in two,” replied Frank, with a laugh. | 
“Ts that sc? By thunder! I thought it was the Clipper 
that was injured. You must have steered her with cgnsum- 
mate skill.” | 
“Oh, I had to keep my wits about me,” » replied Frank. { 
At the time of the shock Barney had been in the kitchen’ 
sie a fiddle, while Pomp was cooking the supper. 


- - } ; “a \ ; re a Be 


Both were Seent fiving on ee Roe ee 

ecovering their feet they rushed into the turret. 

«, ‘Howly floy! Is it garn we is?” gasped the Irishman. 
“Tse a dead niggah !” roared the coon, “tat me git out 
‘ol b heah ! Y 

' Seeing Frank and the sailor laughing at them, their fears 
q peantly subsided, and Barney assumed a sickly grin, point- 
p ame coon and said: | 










ha! D’yez moind ther duyae He’s that scared, 
bec ae he has turned pale. I wuz only foolin’ him !” 
: Gay, dar, Vish. Yo’s mo’ skeered dan dis ye chile 
m,” Pomp retorted. -‘‘Ef yo’? amn’t wha’ fo’ yo’ grab me 
t by a coat-tails an’ yell fo’ me. to gabe yer in de kitching— 
h’m ?” 


waa 


_ “Faith, it wor a convoolsion yez had vatoinekt ontil I 
Whriv me toe ag’in ther tail av yer coat ter bring yez to.” 
_ How long they might have gone on lying about each other 
in. this manner is uncertain, but Frank interrupted them 
with: | | 
. “That will do, boys. The danger is over. A whale was 
foolish enough to get in our way. You can attend his fune- 
ral if you wish.” 
_ “Begorry, I thought a mountain fell on us,” said Barney. 
| “Spec’s dey am no danger done, Marse Frank?” 
“Only to the whale, Pomp.” —* 
“Git back in yer cage, then, ye moon-faced gorilla !” 
| “De suppah am ready,” said Pomp. “If yo’ gemmen will 
[step into de kitching I will serb yo’.” 
. “Faix, [’m ready,” said Barney. 
“T say de gemmen !”’ roared Pomp. 
077m 
_ “Howly jim-jams! d’yez mane ter call me a loafer ?” 
‘“‘Don’ need ter, honey. Yo’ face gibs yo’ way,” chuck- 
- | led the coon. a 
Then he dodged. 
If he hadn’t Barney’s fist would have lifted bith Suidley 
the ear. 
1; As the darky’s head got out of the way, Barney’s knuck- 
| les landed on the metal wall with a thud that made the 
if bones crack. 


silat alle ei ae ae era 





~Dat didn’t *lude ter. 


eee eee 


? He gave a howl of agony and raced after Pomp. 


Hunt had taken charge of the wheel, and the supper pro- 
ceeded i in peace between the Irishman and the coon. 

_ The rily look of the water soon gave Frank to understand 
‘that the storm had: broken overhead. 


, ’ A riot was averted by the timely arrival of Frank, as 















nde of the ocean’s depths. 

“On the following morning they rounded the Cape, and all 
| ands were aroused by hearing Hunt shout: © Ne ig 
“Reade! Reade! Get up!” 

| éWhat’s the matter?” asked Frank, looking out of his 
be are close upon lana! !” replied the sailor. ¢. 
‘Where is it?” 

“On . the port side. sem 

Tt must be the African coast. Veer off !” 





or 
. i 
- 
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But they did not feel its effects down in the solemn soli- 





“But ct bile s land on her starboard basa too.” 
The sailor started the pump going and the sea — Tose 
to the top. 


She was then off Cape St. Franeis, off which there was a 
bar, and had run between this bar and the cape. | 

Frank realized at a glance what happened. 

The storm had vanished, and the sun was brightly shin- 
ing, there was a heavy roll on the sea, and the thermome- 
ter showed a high temperature to the water, ee the 
air was cold. 


Frank quickly comprehended the cause of it. 

The boat was in the great gulhas current which runs down 
the east coast of Africa, around the Cape, across the Atlan- 
tic, up to the Gulf of Mexico, and there forms the Gulf 
Stream. - 

. He explained to Hunt the cause of the land on each quar- 
ter, and peering out he wine, caught sight of a } Sail 
ahead. 

It was a lafee Arabian dhow, with a long - bagi and a 
very large stern, and was heading up the coast. “s 

“Queer-looking vessel! What is she?” 

“Do you see that craft?” said Frank. 

“A slaver, ’m sure.” 


a 


“Can it be possible ?” } i (; | 

“You'll soon see. Send the boat under until she i is all 
sunk but the turret, and we'll watch-that fellow. nea 

Hunt carried out this plan. 

The entire hull was submerged, but the turret remained 
above water, and they sped toward the dhow. As 

The Arabian vessel now ran into a small cove, and as the 
Clipper reached a point abreast of it, Frank saw several 
canoes leave the shore, filled with negroes. 

“See there!” he exclaimed. “Most of them are bound ! 1 

“They are slaves,” admitted Hunt, in surprise. 

“Those fellows -will ‘probably carry: them to Arabia, | bs 
if. ” 

“Tf what ?” 3 

“T don’t prevent them. is 

“Can you?” — , 

«'Ve9,”*« ae 
“How: 99) 

“All arm yourselves.” P 

“Well, what next: dee 


“Tl run the sea engine into that cove.” 

Barney and Pomp turned out and joined Hunt. 

There were a number of air guns on board, the bullets of 
which consisted of dynamite, encased.in steel shells. 

They operated like torpedoes. 

Up to the cove dashed the Clipper. > ii 





\ 


_ Frank flung open the window to give his friends a dans | 


to fire, and glanced at the canoes which were - near the dhow. 


| There were four of them, each containing a dozen men, : 
| of whom eight in each boat were hound prisoners. 


‘- 


“Pick out the paddlers, boys,” said Frank, 
“All ready.” # s 
- “Then fire!” 


“That’s queer! Where can we be? Raise the Clipper re ay 














“Whiz! went the bullets. 
An awful report followed their bursting. 
Fierce yells came from the boatmen. 


They involuntarily paused, and Frank cried: é 

“You’ve demoralized them—give them another shot !” 

Again the weapons were discharged, and several of the 
black paddlers shrieked and toppled over. ® 

“Once more!” cried Frank. 

Bang! Bang! Bang! 

Nearly all the paddlers were wounded now, so there was 
not much chance of the canoes getting back to land. 

As no reports emanated from the weapons, the crews of 
the dhow and canoes could not locate the place they came 
from. | 

Forging ahead, the Clipper ran between the ship and ca- 
noes. 


§ 


‘ 
As soon i as Phe negro paddlers saw her, every one Sprang 


overboard and struck out for the shore. 

The fettered slaves were greatly terrified by the sea en- 
gine, and set up a mournful chorus of howls. 

- “Barney! Hunt! Liberate them!” 
Frank. 


The three rushed back to the exit chamber, armed with 
knives, and Frank brought the engine to the surface. 
~ Out on deck went the three. 

The boat dashed up to the canoes. 


Pomp ! cried 


In a moment more several of the blacks were sana, 
and knives were put into thei hands to free their compan- 
ions. 

As soon as they understood the good intentions of our 
friends, they shouted with glee, and showed by arer tone 
and action how grateful they were. * 

In a remarkably short space of time all hands were free 
of their bonds and in possession of the paddles.. 

_ Then they stood a fair chance to escape. 

Just then, however, the excited Arabs on the dhow had 
seen what was transpiring, and set up a shout. 

There were guns aboard the boat. 


Frank soon discovered this startling fact, for one of the 


_. weapons vented a thunderous roar, and a shot came howling 


across the water. . 

It was badly aimed, for it passed over the Clipper and 
dropped in the,water on the other side of ‘her, 

“They are showing their fangs !” said Frank. 

Then he shouted to his friends to come in. 

They hastily complied. 

As soon as they were inside, Frank opened the water 
valves. 
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The Clipper, at ‘once Pay ib sink, Pie soon “vanish 
from the view of the crew of the dhow. | 





CHAPTER VI. 


GRAVE DOUBTS. 


—_ 


Once the sea engine was buried under the water, 
crew felt safe from the guns on the dhow. | sna 
That shot gave them plainly to understand that rt 
Arabs were furious over having lost the slaves they had b pe 
intent upon taking pee the canoes, and as there was ye 
some chance of them capturing the negroes, Frank said: 
. “I’m going to put an end to their trade in human flesh, 
“Faith, I’m wid vez ter killin’ ivery wan av them!” sai 
Barney. 4 
“No; I do not mean to massacre these people.” 
“Den wha’ yo’ gwine ter do, Marse Frank?” asked Fou | 
“Destroy their craft.” 
“We have no means of doing it,” said Hunt. , 
“Oh, yes, we have,” answered Fvank, galery: “Ty 
show you.” | 
He had brought the Clipper to a pause at a depth of tal 
feet fel the surface, and now started her toward the dhow a 
In a few moments they saw the hull of the Arabian ship} 
floating in the sea above them, nae 
Frank then left the wheel in Pomp’s hands. 
Giving the coon some instructions he went back in the 
storeroom and put on a peculiar-looking diving-suit made 
of thick rubber with a steel helmet and a knapsack at the 
back. 
This knapsack was filled with Reagent air enema | to 
last him for the space of five hours. / 
It was injected into the helmet by an automatic ne 


rien 


derived its current from a small but powerful battery in- 


ism, and the consumed air éseaped by a valve. 
In the breast of the suit was set an electric lamp, 


closed in a receptacle secured to his belt. 

As soon as Frank was so attired he opened the ammuni- 
tion box which contained a number of bombshells, in which 
a clockwork was arranged to explode them at any specified 
time. 

'To the outside of these shells a sharp spike was screwed. 

Having taken one of the dangerous explosives out, Frank 
entered the exit room, filled it with brine, and went up on 
deck. | 

Pomp had been holding the sea engine beneath the dhow, 
and when he saw Frank appear on deck he raised her. 

Frank set the clockwork going in the bomb by pressing a 
small projecting ° wire end, and stuck the spike in the ship’s 


“#bottom near the stern. 
st is 
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One afiernoon Frank asked He seiko in the kitchen pee 
“Was that island directly opposite the mounfain?” — 
“Exactly,” answered Hunt, with a nod. 

“Now, you think it must have been near Lake Chilka 2” 
“It must have laid to the south of it.” 

“Have you any good reason for believing 50?” 
“Yes; for: the storm came from the northwest. That 


4 then motioned Fon to steer the Clipe away. 
The > darky obeyed. 

T he bomb adhered to the dhow by the wiike 
“He had set it to burst in five minutes. 

Away glided the submarine vessel half a mile. 
She then ascended to the surface in the sunlight. 

The Arabs in the dhow were chasing the canoes up the 
coast, and were rapidly gaining on the escaped slaves, for | would have blown the Ida C. Ray to the south oe east.” — 
“About what distance?” 

“Tt did not seem to be more than fifty miles.” 
“In that case we must be near the place now.” 











a 
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athey dared not land, as their enemies were lurking on the |, 
, shore. 4 
th Before the slavers reached them the bomb burst. 


There was a fearful roar, and a shower of timbers flew up| “You can rest assured of that.” 


‘in the air. “And it lay, you estimate, twenty miles from shore?” 


ip All the stern of the dhow. was blown off, and a wild yell 
-\pealed from her dusky crew, many of whom were injured. 
|| Then the vessel began to fill and sink. mn 

\@ Ag she. was going down her erew leaped overboard aha 


“That's as near as I could judge.” 
“What was the dimension of the island?” 


Almost round in shape, about half a mile in diameter, It 


—® 7 


stood no more than ten feet above the level of the sea, and 
in rough weather must have been washed by the waves,” | 


Frank nodded. 

Then he entered the wheel-room. el 

“Well, Barney, any luck yet?” he asked. . 

“Tt’s out av me head me eyes is bulgin’, luckin’ fer moun- | 
tains wid crosses atop av thim, but be maven) Pll go eock- 
eyed afore I’ll see wan, I’m afcard, Masther Frank.” 

The Clipper was then no more than a league from land, 
and they could plainly see the jungles and tropical verdure 
_ “Yassah!” came the reply. that profusely lined the Indian shores. Sekt 
_ The coon steered the Clipper toward them. _ Not a mountain of the kind they hunted for could be 
| F Getting off his diving dress, Frank rushed up to the tur- | seen. : 

Wr ret. ) ~ “You seem to be doubtful about it,” said Bieik 

_ Before they got anywhere near the black men they had} “ Faith, who knows! Remimber, this sailor wor a shtran- 
ticpatced the last of the slavers.. ; By | ger to us. It’s great faith yez must have had in ther mug ay 
_ A tremendous and savage shout of triumph soe them, | him to attimpt a thrip av this koind widout knowin’ whether 


for they imagined they had won a legitimate victory to be| he wor givin’ yez a shtraight tip or a big loi, d’yez ‘moind 2?” 
; ~ “Barney, I am an unerring readefof character, Once I 


truck out for the shore. 3 
_ Now, however, the slaves turned on them. 
_ The blacks had the Arabs at their mercy. 
_ Knowing it well, and with all their hatred aroused against. 
i eir enemies, they paddled up to them and began to kill 
Bee ey iets i 
_ Upon seeing this terrible massacre going on, Frank hast- 
ily took off his div ing-suit, and dashed down in the boat. 


“Pomp!” he shouted; “stop them !” 
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proud OF 

i “Frightful ! « commented Frank, with a shudder. size up a man I never make a mistake. I trust Oscar Hunt, 
“Shall we eagle ther spalpeens?” asked Barney. and until it is proven to me that he has led us on a wild 
5 “No; they know no better.” " | goose chase, I will still believe the story he told me about the 
“Specs dey fink dey done somefin’ ‘great. ay ba sunken diamond mine.” 

: «They haven’t left one of the Arabs alive,” said Hunt. “Shure, I'll howld me tongue afther that, rggid races | 
~ Wha’ yo’ gwine ter do now?” asked Pomp. scratching his head and pulling a look of perpliies “But | 
“Head for India.” fer my part; me jewel, divil a ‘bit will I belave his yarn 


The coon complied, and the Clipper glided away from the } until some wan es me ther loikes av his diamond miné 
ene, ran along to the southward of Madagascar, and head- | forninst me eyes.’ 

for the island of Ceylon. - “That’s where we disagree, then,” ic oas Frank, shrug- 
Several days afterward she was going up the eastern coast. ging his shoulders, and he went back in the engine-room. 
Indi, and a sharp lookout was maintained’ for the pecu-| There he found Pomp oiling the machinery. 


7 mountain which Hunt declared marked the place where} The coon was whistling a lively tune as he worked, and 
sted up at Frank with a grin that showed all his ivories. 







je suriken island was to be found. . 


cy : 


at : 





Ce ART ce en 
a 


Sie 
a 


5 ata et 


— 


snare epee Teneo 


en sett oy 
w 


=p a. 


i) 
is 
whi 


—s ed ~ ep 


a ae 


_— Seino a ee apt, 2 
= ? ~ —— ar 


pl RA eee ey” 


> 


ou 





~~ e 


ent eer ry A pee a5 eats Dit. eae, eee vat rie Poy tic way e fae 
nly M wu 
‘ ¥ 





rae Réckon yo’ ain’t seen sabe? ob dat yar senate yet, 
sah, hab yo’! 2” he asked as he paused. 

ws Here’s another doubter!” exclaimed Frank. “Have 
you and Barney been putting your heads together to plan 
a means of discouraging me?” 
“Me an’ dat white 


trash Bahney doan’ speak now. I done put salt in his coffee 


“TLawd amassy, no!” asserted Pomp. 


fo? suppah las’ night instid ob sugar, an’ he say I done it 
apuppose.” 
“Then how is it you are tot of the same opinion ?” 


“Dunno, honey, but I specs it’s kase dar amn’t no sign 


. ob de mounting or nuffin’ else yit.” 


Frank was not convinced by this reasoning. 

He firmly set his mind against all doubts, for his confi- 
dence in ‘Oscar Hunt had grown with their asquaintance, 
rather than diminished, despite their lack of success thus |*, 
far. | 

He resolved to keep the boat going up the coast until he 
found some sign of the landmark. ue We | 

“A mountain can’t vanish in a night,” he muttered. 

Consequently the sea engine continued on, and they met 
with no better success than before as time went by. 

‘Indeed, one morning they arrived in view of the mouths 
of the Ganges, and were hailed by an outgoing English 


Wier 


+ “Bound for Calcutta?” asked her captain, after - first 
salutation. , 
“No; are we near there?” asked Frank, in surprise. 
“Within a few hours of the city.” 
“Is it possible?” 
The ship went on, and Frank turned to Oscar Hunt. 
The sailor looked very pale and troubled. 
“How do you account for this?” Frank asked him. 
“We must have passed the landmark two days ago, Mr. 


Reade.” 


- “Do you feel sure of it?” 
See here, Mr. Reade, I know that doubts oe 
suspicions have crept into the minds of yourself and your 


“Positive. 


friends, nor can I blame you for them. But I swear to you, 






r salvation hereafter, that I have not deceived 
t Ihave told you the truth. Will you believe 
me ?” TMs | \ \ of at 
There was such a truthful ring in his tones that Frank 
was deeply impressed with his sincerity. 
‘He grasped the sailor’s hand. 
“Yes; I believe you, Oscar Hunt. 
man. 


You are an honest 
For some reason we have missed finding the place. 
Now I am going to hunt for the sunken diamond mine until 
I find it. Brace up, old fellow, and be of good cheer!” 
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| pada—two coast towns. 


CHAPTER VII. 


A ROYAL TIGER. 





On the following day, as the Clipper was running down} 
the coast ‘to the southward again the Jeypore Hills were 
sighted standing back from the coast. 

Frank had been studying an atlas of that section of the 
country, and going into the wheelroom where Oscar Hunt 
stood steering the sea engine, he pointed to the shore, and 
said: 









“That range of mountains is the bailar’ one lying between 
Chilka and the mouth of the Godaveri River. 
I have concluded that the cross-shaped sea iia cass you saw 
must bevone of that range.” Sah : -_ - 

“What is the length of that range?” asked the siden 

“About three hundred and fifty miles.” 

“Then our hunt lies within that boundary.” : 
“Half that distance will do. You said the Ida C. Ray 
first struck a rock off Lake Chilka. Then she drifted south=) 
ward for several hours, when she struck on the diamond 
island. How many hours later did this oceur?” ) 
“Not more than five.” , 


‘Had your ship any sails up?” 


Consequently 


























“The torn fragments of a few.” | 
“We will then suppose she drifted at the rate of ten us 
twelve miles an hour. Taking the extreme rate she would 
therefore have been between fifty and sixty miles south of 
Lake Chilka. 


we will try to find some evidence of the voleanie mountain. 


We will proceed to that point now.. There 


The location must be somewhere between Baruva and Nau- 
At that point a spur of the Jeypore 
Could it be this spur ‘that was 


Hills runs toward the coast. 
the volcanic mountain ?” | 
“T am ignorant of the geography of this country.” 

. “How long ago was it that you was wrecked here?” ~ 
“Seven months ago to-day.” | 
“Tn that interval a voleanic mountain could have sunk 

down into the earth. There are instances of such mountains 


thus vanishing in Mexico. Anyhow, we ‘isve a clew to work |} 


upon now.” Net | | 
“1 hope we shall succeed, as I want to clear myself of | 
the cloud of suspicion with which Barney and Pomp very 
me,” earnestly said the sailor. 
The Clipper passed the Chilka, and in the afternoon 
reached a point fifty miles south of the lake. Heed 
Here Barney stopped her. | ahd 
The spur of the mountain Frank spoke of was seen.” - 
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: | Ott v was s decided tb run in toward the shore between om Pol | 


nd Baruva. 

Here the ghauts (landing stairs) rose in magnificent prec- 

| pices: and headlands out of the ocean in some places from 
1, 500 to 8, 000 feet, here and there receding, and leaving 


n| broad, level tracts between their base and the coast. 
e - Some of these tracts were covered by dense jungles, in- 


e rubber-yielding and other trees, thickly covered with great | 





terspersed with palms, sandal wood, and scrubby forests of 


t aeene vines. 
1 These plateaux, woods, rocks and plains abounded with 





wild animals, ranging from lions to tigers, birds of various 


1 Hie inds, and reptiles such as cobra di capello, and gavials of 
| Sad 


rl enormous size. 
7 A When the séa engine arrived close to the coast, she turned 


r 


; B arney. 


to o the southward, and headed for a stream running through | 


ne jungle. 
“We may get up this creek’ a distance, and then land to 
xamine those hills,” said Frank. 
| “Bedad, it lucks as if there wor plenty of wather,” said 


i 


| “Then turn iy into the creek, nd Tl go out on deck 


ith a telescope and examine the elevations.” 
_ Frank left the turret as he spoke. | 
_ By the time he rea@hed thesdeck the boat was in the 


a 


: i stream. } 
) it was a pied: is “ereek at its mouth, but rapidly be- 


C me narrower, the shores heouning overhung by the dense, 


lth orny jungle that bordered it on each side. 


: 


The sea engine ran along several yards, and Fragk lev- 


e Jed’ his glass at the mountain. 


; g 


= It did not look anything like the-sort of a place describe 
i by Oscar Hunt, as its crest was covered with trees and 
shrubbery. f 
e to a pause with such a shock as to almost fling him 
‘overboard, and the water was all riled with mud. 
; E “Heavens! What’s this?” he muttered, in alarm. 
e “We’ ve struck a shoal!” cried Barney. 


“The stream is too shallow to go up any further,” said 


Frank. 


t “Tt is that, an’ hain more, we're shtuck in ther mud.” 


“Reverse your wheels!” exclaimed the inventor. 


Barney obeyed, but the boat did not budge, for her big 
Bade ‘at the bow had pense van ‘into the mud and held 








Ter there. | 

: Frank considered the situation awhile,.and thén asked : 
“Qan you pump any ballest out of her, Barney?” 
“Shure there isn’t a dhrap of wather in ther resevy.” 


a 
o). 





yw hile Frank. was hn examining it, the boat suddenly” 





ee A ‘ nape 


us.” 


“Do it coom up here?” 

“Yes; it must—it is rising now.” 

“Arrah, it’s a pickle we are in entoirely.” 

“In one hour it will float us, I believe.” 

“Bad cess ter me ignerence! Why didn’t I know it was 
shoal ewer ts NF ga | 

“T don’t see how you could,” laughed Frank. 

He was just upon the point of going inside when a sudden 
rustling among the jungle on the right hand side attracted 
his attention, and he gazed toward the spot. 

To his amazement he saw the bushes part and.a large: bead 
appear. eis dec 


‘Tt was an enormous head, with a fiery mouth and glay: 


ing eyes. y Brien | fe | 
“The head of a tiger,” muttered Frank, ae at it in- 
tently. vy a ie 


In a moment more the ileus took a bie forwiee wien 
the fore part of its body appeared, which was aE fol- 
lowed by the rest of the animal. 


It was a terrible but magnificent beast, rueaiee feck in 


length, four feet high, a bright tawny color, beautifully 


marked with dark transverse wees) 'D passing into pure white. 


on the under parts. «ig 
» Frank stood twenty feet away from the brute, but seeing 
it crouch to spring at him, and abwine that it could cover 
the distance separating them, he started for #he trap-door. 
He had not taken one step before the animal launched it- 
self in the air with the utmost grace and agility-and landed 
on the deck between him and the bi 
‘His retreat was thus ‘cut off. 
- The boat shook from the fall of that heavy body upon it 


Frank had a bowie knife in his belt, but-it was a wretched 
weapon with which to defend his life, and he shouted as he, , 
drew it: ‘ . ih ; re rao eRe 


“Barney! A tiger! Quick! help me!” 
The Irishman heard him and looked out the window. 
“It took his breath away to see what a monster the young 
inventor was facing, ‘and he rushed from the turret. | 
Frank now kept a steady glance fastened upon the tiger's 


lurid orbs, and heard the animal utter a low, hoarse. growl 


‘as it turned its body around, 

Then it made a sudden bia for him. 

Quick as’ a flash Frank vaiilted over the sales and the 
tiger rushed by where he had been standing, a enene 
his leg. . 
bode instantly, swung around and darted at him: again. 


- The wighty paw was darted forward and dealt him a ie 
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“Then we pith have to wait for =a tide to rise Jed fife 
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** ‘Then it struck him a terrible blow. 





- blow uidh he triedhto d dodge, but ‘the great claws caught 


in his clothes and ripped them as a knife would have done. 


The impetus given its body by the last rush sent the 
mighty beast down on the slope of the oval deck. 
Frank launched himself against it. 


The animal was so near the edge that the hind quarters 


_ went over in the water, but its fore claws got a desperate 
clutch on the edge of the deck and clung there with a 


scratching sound, 


It thus held its head and fore quarters up, while the rest |" 


of its body was buried in the water. 

Its hind claws were digging furiously at the under part: 
of the sea engine in an effort to drag itself from the water. 

Up to the animal rushed Frank. Pie 

_ He raised his bowie Anite and stabbed the tiger in the 
neck. rae 

A horrible yell escaped it. 

‘Then it renewed its struggles. 

It strove to fasten its fangs in the young inventor, but 
he took care to keep out Of the reach of its red mouth. 

Again and again he plunged the knife into the neck of 
the beast, every stab wringing a terrible yell from its 
throat. 

So frenzied became the brute from the repeated stabs that 


. it exerted every muscle in its quivering body, and by a su- 


preme effort it hauled itself up on the deck again. , 
- Frank now recoiled inside the railing. 
He saw tH&t the beast’ was maddened beyond measure. 


A bloody froth flecked its mouth, its eye-balls protruded | 


and glared like coals of fire, the hair bristled all over its 


: body, and its tail lashed its flanks, while its short ears laid 


back. 
The tiger did not pause,a moment when it got out of the 
water, for it knew that Frank was responsible for its agony. 


With one furious bound it flew through the air. , 
~ 


Down on his back he was knocked with the poe on top of 


‘him, and the knife fell-from his hand. 
A shiver of horror convulsed him. 
He was entirely disarmed now. 
The savage brute was thirsting for his life, and was in 


such a fury that it was bound to tear him to pieces unless 
he managed by some good luck to escape it. 


A howl prolonged and dreadful to hear escaped the ani- 


mal when it found the young man at its mercy. / 


Having glanced from side to side, it next bent its fiery 
eyes upon him, a wrinkle furrowing its forehead, ears lay- |. 
ing back further upon its neck, and its jaws gaping 80 wide 


as to bear its formidable teeth. 


“Help ! 1 shouted Prank, wildly. 
He dare not move, as it would hasten his death, | : 
Even the ery he uttered brought a snarl from the tigel 


and caused it ‘to bend nearer its victim. 


‘ Frank cast an anxious glance around. 
Not a soul was in sight. 
He gave up all hope then. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


A JOURNEY UNDER THE SEA. 
; 2 4th < 
Barney had rath into the storeroom, and widking up | 
rifle, made a dash for the trap, but ics: he reached thg 
stairs he discovered that the weapon was not loaded. 
A ery of vexation escaped him. 
- Back to the storeroom he dashed again for ammunitio . 
He lost consideralfe time, and it made him nervous abow 
Frank’s safety, for he could hear the st UREN going om 
above distinctly. / | RS 
Rapidly loading the air rifle, ee: ie for the deck} 
again. Fake 
Just as he got his head’ through" the trap he saw Frank 
lying prostrate with the tiger astride of his body. 
“Howly poker '? gasped the Celt. « 


Then he aimed and fired at, the animal. Vi 

Deep into its body plunged the bullet. 

Then it exploded. / 

A piece of flesh as mg as Barney’ s fist was srt out of 
Re body. 


With an agonized scream the wounded beast flew up in 


the air and came down on top of the pilot house. ; 


Again Barney fired. \ 
The second shot lodged in the brute’s head. 
Tt went down like a stone. 

Several kicks ensued, then all was over. 

The shot killed it. 

Frank arose. 3 

He was covered with blood from. the animal’s wounds, 
he was breathing hard from excitement, and his face was 

pale and sweaty. | ° Be yt iM 
“T had almost given you up, Barney,” he said. 

“Bedad, I’m not to be shook so aisy,”’ laughed the “risk 

man, | | 

“T see you’ve settled the monster.” 
“More power-to me fisht, I did.” 
“Soe if we can’t secure its hide.” 








‘ma Midecher at skinnin’ thim bastes. Watch me.” | 
ad id Barney picked up Frank’s knife and set to work on 
an imal with the greatest dexterity. © 


Pomp and the sailor now came on deck. 

hey required no explanation of what Re for the 
he explained itself j in very plain terms. 

py the time Barney had secured the tiger’s skin, Hinet 
i washed himself and changed his clothes, and the tide 
d | the boat raised. Ah 


The inventor thereupon entered the turret, reversed the 

h eels, when the boat puped her blade from the mud and 
fhe rode free. rae | 

“Yo ewine ; any fatder. up the crick! 2” + asked Pomp. 

“No 0; we might get'stuck again,” Prank answered. 

“Wha’ So fin’ out about de mounting, sah?” 
“Absolutely nothing. 
, top. ”? 

cf Golly! Wha’ we do about it, sen re 


J. “As there is no other course left. open, I cates to sak 


It has no resemblance of a cross 


the boat and cruise about here under water ona hunt for the 
sunken diamond mine,” replied Frank, thoughtfully. 
fa ees dat am de bes’ plan, sah.” 


| Frank glanced at the registers. 

‘The batteries needed recharging and the air-chambers re- 
illing. 
He therefore went back into the engine-room,. and having 
put the air-pump in motion, he next connected the dynamo 
vith the accumulator jars and etarted the oil engine operat- 
iT o it. Si 

- Several hours passed by ere everything was ready. 

_ The shadows of twilight began to fall when the sea engine 
left the creek and glided out to sea. 
_ Frank glanced at the patent ig 
It stood at 5,400. 
| He therefore drove the engine out to sea until it me 
ered 5,420. 
She was then twenty miles, from land, and as everything 













; in readiness, he opened the water valves and sank her, 
7. she went-to the depth of fifty feet before he stopped 
fier and put the wheels in motion to send her ahead. 
Starting the searchlight, he began to work her in a zig-zag 
Wy, and posted Oscar Hunt on lookout at the window. 

“Ts there any particular distinguishing feature about the 
mken island ?” he asked the sailor. 

“ “You would readily recognize the place by numerous. pro- 
eine slabs of sandstone ten feet in height, scattered all 
ar the isthnd,” replied the sailor. Beret lend it 4 very 
cul iar aperance. Paice pe Ia: Pata 










~ “Tm afraid not. 


me 


“Do you think the island descended ip the level of the bed 
of the sea?” 

“No. It cannot be possible, for when it went ‘awa I 
distinctly saw it below the top. The depth near that spot I 
have seen by the charts is over 200 feet. 
island must yet rise from the bottom like a sei -top, cone- 
shaped hill.” 

“With such features we ought to find it easily.” 

li seems to me like hunting for a nee- 
dle in a haystack, to look for any particular object in the 
ocean, more especially as the landmark has disappeared.” 
“Tt is said by scientists that an abnormal disturbance of 


‘the earth's crust on land is echoed by an earthquake or sim- | 


ilar phenomena at sea. 
tween the volcano you saw in eruption, and the earthquake 
that sunk the island, this theory seems to be carried out. 


With the burial of the island in thesea, perhaps the ee ie 


subsided.” 


“That might account for the queer way it vanished, oon. 


eurred Oscar Hunt. Tt once stood on the jai penehat 


appeared to be a lofty elevation, with fire and smoke 
emanating from the crater at the top. What a pity it was | 


I had no instruments to take the exact bearings of the isl- 


and! We could then have gone Hoe to the spot and had 4 


no further trouble. ? | 
“We must Hint for 
it. If I spend a year looking for the sunken isle, I shal! find 
- | 


He was determined on this point. 


“Regrets are useless,”’ said Frank. 


Kspecially so as Barney and Pomp scoffed his faith in the 
veracity of the sailor who told the story. 

Frank wanted to prove to them that they were wrong. | 

The scene about the outside of the boat was very singular, 
for the searchlight displayed it for a great distance around. 

From the bottom arose the stalks of enormous jungles of 
eel grass, and the trunks of fantastic marine trees. | 

Winding in and out among this dark green vegetation 
were schools of dolphins, catfish, and the susu of India. 


~ Vast quantities of seaweed and other debris was floating | 
in the submarine currents, and might have impeded the 


progress of bei: sea engine had not her big blade cut through 
them. 

The water was alive with Pheises of enormous size, ‘many 
of which fastened on the Clipper all over. 

Ag the: daylight waned the gloom of the sea deepened, 
and objects at a distance became indistinct. | 

Many of the finny inhabitants of the water dove down to 
lie down on the bottom or eee themselves in the mud for 
repose. 


Consequently the 


Now, if, there was any affinity be-— 


















Then the night fish took their place. ; 
Strangely made jellyfish floated along, throwing out a 
white ghostly light, which gradually melted away in the 
i gloom. 
| ‘Then the moonfish appeared. 
They were round, silvery objects, that gleamed like elec- 
tric lights through the dense element. 


Se 


: | e 
Darting around them, like comets flashing in the sky, 
were myriads of tiny fireflies of the sea. 
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They performed the most singular curves and vertical 


a ee et 


lines as they darted to and fro in the gloom, clusters of 
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them standing silent like planets, and others flashing here 


_ and there like shooting stars in every conceivable direction. 
Great black spider crabs, with demoniacal bodies, and the 


— = 


most diabolical protruding eyes, worked their way through 
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the busy constellations of phosphorescent fish. 
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a These ugly-creatures had a singularly repulsive look 
he among those beautiful denizens of the deep. 
- They were surrounded by sparkling little fish that threw. 
from their scales the ‘most beautiful metallic_colors of red, 
i blue, green and yellow. 
| For a while these fairy-like scenes would continue to play. 
Then some monstrous fish would gradually emerge from 
_the dark, shadowy distance, rush toward them like great 
cannibals, and gobble them up by the score as they scattered 
and frantically fled for their lives in all directions. 
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Frank lowered the boat one hundred feet deeper, and 
the bottom came in view in the strong glare of the search- 
lights. 
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Here the most grotesque forms of rock were seen rising 
from the bottom, crusted with thousands of barnacles, and 
swarming with myriads of prickly sea urchins lurking in the 

- lefts. 3 

Not only the rocks, but the bed of the sea was brilliant 

as a flower garden with exquisitely colored anemones. 


: 


‘These creatures were flowers in appearance of the bright- 
est tints, and usually erew as flowers grow, yet in reality 
_ they were animals born in the form of flowers. 

The ocean is full of them. 

Great banks of delicately tinted red coral festooned the 
sandy tracts, growing in branchy shafts like trees, and gath- 
ered in dense masses by the polyps that made it, until it 
assumed the forms of reefs which*erew day by day. 

Great banks of mud covered vast stretches of the undulat- 
ing ground, which were succeeded by hills, plains, deep de- 
pressions and towering escarpments. | 

Down in one of these bowl-like hollows the water was 

| adie around the wreck of a big ship which was half 
buried in the sand, and gradually falling to pieces. - 


“PRANK: ‘READE, , TRS . ELECTRIC ‘SEA ENGINE. Loy 


boat, but she ripped her way through them. 


3 darting its luminous shafts through the brine. ’ 


blurred and striated, distorted, and unnatural.to the sight. 


_| floated near enough to her caught against her hull and 
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Along the bottom crept the it dendih ooking anima 
of strange shapes that were never seen on the surface by an + 
mortal man, and through the brine rose the most profus 
vegetation of the most singular appearance. 0 \m 

Here and there forests of trees presented a: barrier to th s 


' Then great rocks obstructed her way, and she went ove 
them with the greatest of ease. _ | | 

And thus, amid ever-changing scenes, the sea engine went, 
on for several days \in every direction, hunting for these 
sunken, diamond mine, and her erew constantly upon te ci 
alert. Yt 





CHAPTER IX. 
THE TWO SEA CANNIBALS. 
' | | 
_ “We are caught in an awful current, Mr. Reade.” 
“Can’t you force the Clipper out of it, Hunt?” | 
“No. Didn’t you hear that crash just now?” 
“Has anything serious happened? You look er and 
agitated.” 
“See the wheel. It wings loosely in my hand.” 
“By thunder! The rudder has been injured.” 
“That’s just what I fear.” ; 
‘Sink her to the bottom.” 
The sailor opened the valves, and the Clipper went down 
into a wide, deep grove, cut by the current in the bed of the} 
sea. f PEL (eee | 
Here she paused and keeled over before the current. 
It was then midday, and the blazing tropical sun was 


A yellowish tinge was lent to the water. 
The swift-flowing submarine current into which the Clip- }# 
per had drifted streaked the view so that/{everything was 


As the boat: paused, every drifting weed and object that 


lodged there until it was not long before she was covered | 
with debris. eae 

“She struck a rock, you say?” asked Frank. 

“Yes; I tried to avoid it, but the swift current hurled her 
against it with appalling force,” replied Oscar Hunt. ) 
Until that is 
done we cannot hope to get out of the grasp of this current.” 
3 The strength of the flow 
must be terrific to push this sea engine over so.? 


“T must go out and repair the rudder. 
“Look out for yourself, Reade. 
“Oh, I am accustomed to these currents.” 
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ph Eat. ‘me go out and help ae i 
ny “All right. We will carry such fools as I Redan nécessary 
usd save time and many trips in and out of the boat.” 
Telling Barney and Pomp about it, they proceeded to the 
dtoreroom and got such things as they needed. 

‘Then they donned diving suits and left the Clipper. 
Once out on die. they felt the force of the irresistible 
} farrent in a most unexpected way. 

It caught them and hurled them from the boat into the 
and was swiftly bearing them away when they were 


ried to the bottom by their weights. 
E ere, by dint of digging their hands and feet snite the 


ry . 
? 


4 nd, they-managed to get back to the sea engine. 

it was toilsome work, though. . | 

The fierce current kept pressing against them with over- 
elming force and pushing them back. ' 

When they reached the beat Frank crept up on deck and 
ta rope, one end of which he secured to the Clipper. 

The other end he tied around Hunt and himself. 













‘carry them both away again as it had done. 

hey then got down under the stern. 

; ‘There they found the rudder hanging by one hinge. 

_ | The heads of the bolts on the others had been torn off. 
| | As Frank had"brought the right kind of tools with him 
they set to work driving out the old bolts and putting in 


This work required considerable time. 
» | Indeed the darkness of night fell by the time it was done. 
Putting the tools in the bag 
ack aboard of the boat when it suddenly arose. . 


, they were just about to go 





The eurrent caught the Clipper and swept her away. 
Fastened to her by ‘the rope, Frank and his companion 
















re lifted from the ground at one moment, dragged over it 
ie next, and thus swiftly borne along. - 

She rose fifty feet from the bottom. r 
Then she turned to the right and began to force her way 
t of the current with all the strength of her wheels. 
Good heavens! Why didn’t Barney wait until we got in 
“He 
mt st have thought we were aboard to have done this.” ° 
r was tied to the extreme end of the rope, and seeing 


he Clipper before starting her?” muttered Frank. 


a t he would have to do something, or run the chance of 
¢ his brains dashed out against the rocks they met, he 
stoned the rope. 


a 


TI jen he began to climb up. 

| r Hunt was hanging above his head. 
ambering over him, Frank glanced back. 
2 Tee ceived a tremendous shock of surprise as he did so. 
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By this means he prevented the current having a chance |. 
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Coming on in pursuit of thorn were two big sharks. 
Now he understood why Barney had carried them away 
in this summary manner. 


The Irishman must have seen the sharks coming, and > 


realizing that they were likely to devour the two divers, he 
had very likely started the boat to drag them out of danger. 

Instead of blaming him now, Frank blessed him. 

_ The boat had a hard struggle to fight that awful current 
as she had to slant out petty 

But she was equal to it. 


The sharks were caught fn the current and could not very * 


well get out of it, either, and it added materially to their 
naturally swift spéed through the water. 

Shooting ahead like cannon-balls, they were within a few 
inches of the two divers. when the Clipper flew from. the 
current. 7 ; 

Turning over on their backs to seize Frank and Hunt, 
they might have snapped them in two had not the boat Joss 
| then whisked them out of the current. 

The sharks were swept along, deprived of their prey. 

As the sea engine gained the clear water, a high wall of 
coral was seen ahead, and Barney stopped her. | 

He glanced back through a bull’s-eye. 


Just then the sharks left the éurrent,and he saw them, 


ripped out an ejaculation of horror, and gasped : 


“Be heavens! ) a 
yet, bad cess to thim! Faith, I’ll dhrop ther Clipper! Hey, 
naygur, put on a doivin’ suit, take a gun an’ go help thim!” 

‘As the sharks shot toward Frank and his companion, they 


ried. 

Frank had to cling to the rope with one hand: 

In a moment more the man-eaters were close to them, 
and they raised their weapons and swung them down with 
all the strength they could muster. | 

The water resisted the blows in fh measure, but each of 
the cannibals received a dreadful gash. 

‘It caused thent to dart away. 

Down sank the Clipper very rapidly. 

She soon landed on bottom, and Frank and Hunt got 
away from the rope and started to get up on the sea engine. 

Back came the sharks before they could do so, and ne 
faced the toracious beasts again. 


Just then Pomp appeared in the trap, clad in a ving 


suit, and carrying an air gun in his hands. — © 


The bull’s-eye electric lanterns in the breastplates of 
| Frank and the. sailor’ were flashed upon the big fishes. _ 


That gave Pomp a clear view of them, and he aimed ee 
weet at them and fired two shots. 
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I haven’t chaited thini out av me frinds’ 


both took a firmer grip « on the short Anes axes ‘they car- - 















P One of the sharks was killed. 3 

. The other had a piece blown out of its body.” 

Then a curious event happened. 

The one that was wounded, m the frenzy of the pain it 

P endured, made a rush for the sinking body of the other. 

Seizing it in its jaws, the monster began to tear it to 

pieces, | : 
Frank and his companion lost no time in gettife aboard 

the boat, and once inside, they took off their diving-suits. 
“Pomp, you did nobly!” exelaimed Frank. 

“De 

ole folks on de plantation whar I wuz raised say dis chile 

get noble blood, Marse Frank. It am bound fo’.to stick 


“ Yaseah, yassah !””" chuckled is diminutive coon. 


. 


out, sah.” 
“Very likely,” laughed the inventor. 
us up from the bottom on the rope purposely ?” 


“Specs he did, sah, case he done see dem yere sharks 
-a-comin’, an’ notice dat yo’ an’ Marse Hunt didn’ see dem, 





Fh > .- . \ - . ' 
i so wif dat up go de sea engine an’ away yo’ done float.” 
ee 


1 too.” 


ie admire his common sense. 


vi Re” sho” we am, Dat’s kase yo’ fix de ‘dah’ 7 


Frank went up to the pilot-house. | 

There he found. Barney in a state of delight over their 
escape, and they_spoke of nothing else for the next hour. 

Gaving raised the boat, she was again sent on her hunt 
for the sunken island, and the night passed peaceably away. 

On the following morning, after breakfast, Pomp went 
into the engine-room to clean the machinery and lubricate 
the bearings. 

*. The shaft operating the stern screw was revolved by a 
very wide, long leather belt*standing at an angle, which ran 
over two big wheels with wide spaces between the top one 
and tne ceiling, and the bottom one and the floor. 

Having ungeared the belt by pushing a wooden lever, 
Pomp got a handful of cotton waste and got up on the belt 
to climb up to the wheel above to clean it and oil the bear- 
ings. : ey : 

Just as he got half way up, lying flat’ on his stomach, 
_ Barney came in and saw the situation of the darky, _ 

Seizing a piece of marline, he rushed up to him, flung 
the cord over the coon’s back, brought it under ro belt, and 
tied him down. | 

“Hi dar! Wha’ yo’ doin’: me "yelled the startled coon. 

_ Barney did not reply. 

Instead, he took the rest of the line and swiftly tied | 
Pomp’s ankles down to the belt. 


If he had any more he would have denned his head. 


_ 










Pomp made an_ Avert to get free. 


. 


Aan 


“Did Barney raise- 


We’re out of the current, 





and pulled 4 the etodan ee putting the belt in 1 ae ‘ion. 


es It. began: to revolve, carrying the howling coon with 
and in a moment more Pomp was flying up the india 
rushing down the other side at a terrific rate of speed. 
CHAPTER X * 
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“ Hey, dar! Stop it! ty de lan’ ss ‘stop it!” yal 
the coon. / 4 
“Go it Pop ye divil !” howled Barney, fran 
Swish—plunk ! 4vent the belt. Soe 

Over the top wheel it went, the coon aivhling « up. 
Rattle-de-bang ! sounded the belt! 
Then down the under gp Yot 
Sen’ to’ de undartdkah !”” he howe 
as his head came up on top of the flying belt again, follower 


> 





Pomp, as if on 2 tobog 
gan. 
“T’se a dead coon! 


by his body and legs, and up he flew on his mad career ond 
F. +h 


more. 


if 
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“Some wan bring me a museum!” roared Barney,. fairl 
“F want. + 
show off the floyin’ nay our! Oh, wastiver mortal mon si 
tickled before as I am?” * ea 
The coon disappeared over the top teain * with ste 


rapidity. 


convulsed with laughter over Pomp’ y plight. 


- 


Then Barney fairly Bow led with mirth. 

It was a great joke to him. 

Had he been in Pomp’s place his opinion’ eat Hae 
changed. . 

Whiz—bang! wenk the darky again on his skyward jour. 
ney. 

The pressure of the strap on the wheel by this time had sq 
crushed the marline that it parted. ah 

Pomp shot through the air like a sky-rocket. 


_Unluckily for ae he stood right in the eying coon’s 
way. | 
He was bent oe laughing until the tears ran from his 
eyes, and down came Pomp on his back. 

The shock was terrific. 

Barney was knocked forward on his stomach. , 

He slid along the floor scraped the skin from his nose an¢ 
shins, and brought up against the wall with his head. 

The thump made him see stars.” 


‘“Murdher!” howled he. | 


“T’ve cracked me nut!”- 
% 


~~ 





se, and caressed his shins. 


mn. Y ‘Yah, yah, yah! !? chuckled Pomp, forgetting his’ own 
th ith, 


ge and misery, and bursting out laughing. “Hooroar! 


2 ange? ’s de ticket! Oh, golly, what a lark! Do it again’! Do 
ye again! !”? ; | ; 
BF Bad manners to yez for a monkey-faced Boolgarian ! Do 


- bz moind that I’m crippled fer loife ?” ‘ 
. “Oh, Lawd 


Dat one am bruk 


se Yo’ will play tricks, hey ?” chuckled Pomp. 
).. Massy, why doan’ yo’ git a new nose? 


ies 
tore 




























Ne in two, chile. as see de ole rags on de flo—h’m? 


m wuz yo’ pants once.’ BS 
“Give me a cleaver !” howled Barney, scrambling to his 
a i. -“T want blood! 


; 


Be heavens, V’ll woipe. ther sailin’ 
id yer. 4 uf | *? | it 


’ 


Upnsidering it time to leave, Pomp rushed out. 

1 Tr e moment he was gone, Barney began to grin. 
*Begorry,” muttered he, “it’s a crafty vilyun I am en- 
e If I hadn’t driv him out in froight, he’d be afther 
mm’ no hoide on me bones fer what I did to him. Barney, 
ea rogue, it’s a power of dissemblin’ yez has entoirely.” 
. thus the matter was amicably adjusted. 

On. the following morning Frank was at the wheel guid- 
_ g the boat onsher aimless course, when he suddenly caught 
Pp | | Aht of a scene ahead that gave him a start of surprise. 

» At first he imagined it was the sunken island. 


A number of dim projections rose from the bation which 
‘fea first imagined to be the sandstone slabs that Oscar 
-Hant-had spoken about. \ 

“ Il hands turn out!” he shouted. | 

t was about time for his companions to leave their: berths, 
E the sudden shout he uttered startled them. 


They sprang from their berths, erying: 


* 


Wha’ de mattah, Marse Frank! 2”) 
“F ave you found the sunken diamond mine?” 


“Faith, we’ ve roon on a rock !”* 


“Ts that the place we are searching for?” 
His s companions rushed to the window, peered out and ea- 
rly ‘scanned the scene ahead. 


heir hopes had all risen high in expectation of seeing 
P Bn en island. 
“No; that isn’t the place, Mr. Reade.” 


a !? cried Frank, in disgust. 


ejabbers, it’s a sunken city!” er ried Benya in surprise. 
ti is announc ment amazed the others, and their chagrin 
for orgotten in the excitement of the Irishman’s announcc- 


=n He Hak te with a groan aft wanbed his ee felt of fin. 
thtep 


t 


Barney had not made a mistake. ' 
It was a submerged city. 
And a very ancient one, too. Lshiey 2 , 
The crumbled remains of a wall surrounded it. | 


Most of the stone buildings in the inclosune were down, 
but a few of them remained in a fair state of preservation, 
considering the long time the place was submerged. | 

They were strange-looking houses, greatly resembling 
those that remain in the holy land at the present day to 
show the people of modern times what sort’ of dwellings 
the ancients dwelt in centuries ago, 

These buildings were half buried in the sand, all traces 
of many of them were washed away, and only a few broken 
walls of many others marked the place where they stood.. 

Regarding them attentively for some time, Frank said: 

’ “This city is.very, very old. The style of architecture 
shows that plainly. So does the wall around it.” a 

“But how it git heah under de ocean, Marse Frank 2” | 

“That’s very easily accounted for. Do you observe that 
it stands on a ridge running out to sea from the direetion 
of the mainland? Well, it was evidently built ona cape or 


promontory> Some convulsion of nature sunk that strip of 
land, carrying down the city with it.” 7 


“Faix, it’s quare entoirely,” said Barney, aryly, “an’ it , 
do be soundin’ loike ther yarn Misther Hunt gave us about 
his sunken island, so ft do.” . 
said Frank. “All 
over the world the séa is slowly but gradually encroaching 


«Such phenomena occur frequently,” 


on the land. It robs a shore in one place to build up in an- 

other place. The coasts are continually undergoing changes 

everywhere. Many other cities have been swallowed up by — 
: ¥ | 

said Hunt, doubtingly. 

In the year 1446) 


one of the most ‘disastrous eruptions of the sea on record. 


the waves in various parts of ‘the world.” 
“T never heard of that before,” 
“Let.me quote an historical example. 


occurred, submerging more than two hundred cities of 
Friesland and Zealand. “Ror a long time afterward the 
points of church steeples and summits of towns could be 
seen standing above the water.” 

By this time the sea engine was among the houses. 

Thousands of fishe’lad made their nests there. 

They fled in alarm before the approach of the Clipper. ) 


It looked strange to see them swimming through the 
‘streets and houses of what had once been a populous city. 
_ In the middle of the city there was an enormous building, 
and as Frank flashed the searchlight wpon it, he caught 
sight through one of the big arched SVEN of a 


a huge 


< statue. 


Pe 


: ve, j, E e : ) ; 
They Noa eb the scene outside, and soon saw that 








UL mer rte > yop vice OTs eure bite af i 

x ve 
* eee a 
1 a a 


be. hoe 
.- 
or iy 


We ens PRANK ‘READE, 





tt vas tremendous idol of Siva, the ‘Hindoo aed 
) _, This idol was a remarkable piece of work. 
It was made of some kind of stone. 


It had five heads, each one having three eyes, ata the 
middle one was in the center of each forehead. 

The hair was clotted together and brought over the head 
to form a horn from the forehead, around the necks were 
garlands of human skulls, and in the hands a trident sur- 
mounted by another skull. 

The Bory Wee carved to cre it Pane clothed m deer 

© -. skin. 

‘ Most remarkable of all was a bright glitter coming fats 

the big eye-in the middle of the forehead of the center head. 
As Frank leveled a glass at it he was amazed to see that 
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the gleam came from an enormous sapphire. 
It was a magnificent gem, and must have weighed half a 
pound. f 
oc) oe jingo |” he cried; “look at that stone in the fore 

head !” 

“A sapphire!” exclaimed Hunt, 9 amazement. 

“Faix, it’s a foortune!” 

“Let's get it,” said Pomp, eagerly. 

« “Just what I had in view,” said Frank. 
“Tt’s magnificent,” said the sailor. 
Frank ‘stopped the boat outside the building. 


ee 4 
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t Then he let her rest on the bottom, and telling Barney 
fF and Pomp to go with him, they left the turret. ? 
\ Diving costumes were put on and tools secured with which 


to dismount the stone from its setting. 
‘They then left the boat... 
Entering. the temple, they glanced around and found 
themselves i in a lofty room, the roof of which was supported 


a 


by big columns and pillars in an advanced state of decay. 


.  . Approaching the collossal statue, they’: climbed upon it 
and Frank made his way up to the middle head. 
‘Here he planted himself and oneal the footing he car- 
ried. 
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Taking out a cold chisel anda hainthie he set to work 


7 


upon the stone that held the sapphire and chipped it off. 
It was slow work, as he nad to be very careful not to in- 
jure the magnificent big precious stone. 


nan eee 
Fan a ee 


Piece by piece the stone was broken away until the sap- 


hol 


phire was loosened and fell to the ground. 
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Barney picked it up. 
As he did so he suddenly saw one of the big pillars fall. 
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‘It was followed by several more in rapid succession, Font 
Barney and Pomp had to ogee to avoid ain hit by the 
ae stones, | 
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One of these great sateen biel the sdek and knock $ 
it over, sent Frank flying. 1 ASRS eae 
Then the roof began to fall. ‘ | 

Filled: with alarm as they realized that the whole bu 
ing was going to pieces, Barney and Pomp rushed out. — 
Frank was left lying on the floor half stunned by 


frightened friends. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


A MONSTER OF THE DEEP. 

Frank quickly recovered his senses and siagpeed to h 
feet, when, to his horror, he saw the big temple falling | 
pieces over his head. 
| Immense blocks of stone were crashing down from t 
roof, the massive walls were caving om, and all the big P 
lars were falling. Pe 
It was a frightful. position to be inceal in, for he did n 
know at what moment one of those mighty missiles migl 
fall on him. | 

Frank glanced around. 

- ‘His gaze rested on a trap-door in the base of the idol. 

It was a square piece of stone, with a handle of the sam 
substance. 

Frank grasped it, pulled the stone up, and exposed | 
view a dark aperture containing a flight of stairs. 

In he:jumped and down he went. ane 
Scarcely had he arrived at the bottom when an enormot 


crash. 


so the young inventor could not get out again. 
A chill of dismay passed over him when he saw it. | 
“No one saw me enter this place,” he muttered. “Wh 


would suspect its existence? No one! 
would not think of looking for me here. 
get out again?” 

These and other thoughts thronged his mind. 


tremor in the ground beneath his feet. 
“An earthquake shock !” he exclaimed. 


caused the Hindoo temple to fall to pieces.” « 


The tremor passed and was not repeated. 
_ Frank felt relieved. 


He saw that he was in a corridor. . 


There was scarcely any sand and no rubbish in it. 
Evidenty the trap was almost watertight, and therefor 


They therefor 
How will I ev 


- He glanced around to see where he was,-and he ote 


“So. that’s witte 


block .of stone came down over the opening with a lou 


It was splintered and cracked, but it covered the open a | 


the ‘sea sand out: it ite Seine had forced its way in 


ci 

- fPwas as clear and sparkling as drinking water. 

| . corridor was neatly made of masonry, and he fol- 
ilfed it a distance of fifty yards, when he reached a mas- 
stone door. 


“hl hough it was once hung on metal hinges, they had been 
- ffoded long before, so that when he pushed against the 
> it-fell outward, and gave Frank access to a small stone 
- Bpartment. > 


/ 


Ranged acros§ the room were number of -pedestals, 





n which stood long stone coffins, or sarcophagus. 
frank pulled the lid from one. 
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Vithin laid the skeleton of a man. | 


7 —_— 


h e had probably been one of the rulers of the place. 

| ‘his crypt had evidently ie there undisturbed for cen- 
n the wall were several dark openings, and Frank pen- 
ted them, one after another, only to find that they were 


ll ante-rooms filled with human skulls and bones that 


SS 


ee the floor. 

he last one he-entered had another door. 

le e pulled it over, and a mass of sand gushed in. 

clouded the water so that he could not see an inch 


e 
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itiently waiting until it Settled, he caught sight of a 
t of stone stairs in the opening. 


d, “otherwise that sand could not have got in here.” - 
, Ef ( junting the stairs, he emerged into a large room with- 
| 4 roof, and having several doors and many windows. 
t was a wing of the great temple. 
rank -hastily left it. 
Beching the sand-covered street he shaerved that the big 
0 pple laid a heap of ruins a short distance away. 
i t iy e sea engine was gone. 
She had come to a pause just:outside of the temple walls, 
. it the spot was vacant now. | 
Frank’s heart sank, ! 
*Could my friends have thought that I peri$hed in the 
ye-in of the big building?” he thought. “If they did and 
B gone away never expecting to recover my body, I don’t 
w what I shall do.” ; 
To strode toward the collapsed building. 
Not only the temple, but many other buildings had been 










ld 


laken down by the earthquake. 


rank stood contemplating the wreck. 
e wondered if Barney and Pomp escaped or were buried 


lipper. 


- 


his way must connect with the sea,” flashed across his 





She had, of course, gone away to escape Ske dsiiiolivhed 
by the downpour of flying masonry. 

As Frank eyed the ruin, he caught sight of an immense 
crocodile-shaped beast come swimming along through the 
water by moving its tail and webbed feet. * 
A look of surprise mantled the inventor’s face. 
“How queer!” he exclaimed. “I never heard of croco- 


diles inhabiting the ocean, yet here’s one, and a monster, too. 


What an odd-looking one it is! | I’ve never seen a monster 


like that before.” 

He watched the animal intently. 

It was gliding along close to the ground, its enormous 
mouth wide open to admit the shrimps and small fish it 
lived on. 


Although surprised at first, Frank soon got over it, for 
he had seen other marine animals and fishes down in the 
ocean’s depths which never went near the top, and had never 
been seen before by the eyes of man. a 

The creature had such a dangerous appearance that he 
did not care to encounter it. 

So-he stepped behind a broken wall to get out of its sight, 
and remained there quietly for some time. 

Finally he came to the conclusion that it must be gone, 
and cautiously peered around the edge of the wall. 

As he did so he came face to face with the beast. 

Its head was within an inch of his own. 

Frank was startled. _ % 

The beast recoiled. 

For a moment they glared at each other. 

Then the crocodile darted toward Frank. 

He sprang behind the wall again and lay flat against it. 

This maneuver was useless, for the reptile came gliding 
around the corner of the wall again and caught sight of him.\ _ 

Frank did not have a weapon with him, but his glance fell 
upon a torpedo fish lying on the ground, and it gave | him 
an idea. | ° 

“Why not make a human torpedo of myself? he Cogi- 
tated. 

No sooner thought than done. 

He unfastened the wires running from his battery to the 


/ 
’ 


breast lamp. 
That, of ¥ourse extinguished the light. 
He was left in gloom. | 
Drawing a small iron bar from his tool-bag he joined the 


} wires to it, charging it with an electric current. _ 


He could not see the marine saurian., 
The rubber gloves he wore insalated his hands fil the 


@ ruins, and puzzled his mind over what had become of | current. 


He had no doubt that the saurian saw him, tong nila 
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- as he could not jhe or see its approach, he a the electri- 


fied bar around before him, and it struck the animal. “ 

It received a powerful shock. 

There came a fierce commotion in the water. 

Frank joined the wires to his lamp carbons again. 

As the light flared out he saw the big beast in full re- 
treat. 

He then darted from behind the wall. 


As he did so he was almost blinded by a broad glare of 


light, and saw that it came from the sea engine. 

She was rushing tow ard him, for Pomp, at the wheel, 
had seen the glow of his breast lamp. 

In a few minutes she was close to him. 


Frank clambered aboard. 
As he reached the deck he saw the big saurian darting 
through the water toward him again. 
Pomp saw the creature, too, and turning the Clipper 
around, he sent her flying toward it. 3 
The'searchlight dazzled the monster, and it paused. 
Before it could get out of the way the point of the big 


_ blade at the boat’s bow struck it a fatal blow. 


There came a violent shock, and the keen edge tore 


rh through the horrible, scaly body, inflicting a fatal gash. 


The animal fell beneath the sea engine, almost killed, 
and the boat passed on, while Frank went inside. 3 | 

He took off his diving-suit g gladly enough, for the-air in 
the knapsack was getting exhausted. 


Barney and Oscar Hunt met him, and asked where he had | | 


been. 


Frank explained, and then asked the Irishman: 

“Why did you and. Pomp desert. me ?” 

“Shure, we thought yer wuz followin’ us,” the Celt re- 
plied. “We got aboord, an’ motioned Hunt ter drive her 
away, to escape ther blocks of rock floyin’ troo ther wather 
all around her. Goin’ insoide we. missed yez, but seein’ that 
ther timple had fallen to pieces, bedad, we suspishied yez 
wor kilt. Onyhow, off we wint ter foind ther corpse av ye. 
Sorra «a wan did wé discover. Then back we kem, an’ seein’ 
your loight, here we are.” | 

“Have you got the sapphire?” 

“T have, an’ here it is.” 

He handed the stone to Frank. ; 

The inventor was amazed and delighted with the gem. 

It measured two inches in diameter, was of the octahedron 


shape, had been cut in perfect facets and had a aenete 


adamantine lustre. 


- The high reflective power was tremendous, and inside the 


stone was a 


small insect of a species not known on earth | | 
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ey which Hk cyan been chic tranpedle and 
served by the stone forming around it. —_- . 

After Frank had admired the stone to his heart’s co 0 ie 
he went up forward to see rhat Pomp was doing. ; o 
The darky was grinning from ear to ear over their § 
fortune at finding Frank and the skillful manner in wi PP 
he had destroyed the crocodile-like monster. | 
He had driven the sea engine away from the sunken 1 . 
wetne 


and she was then gliding over a broad, sandy plain. 


“Ain’t gwine ter lose yo’ arter all, Marse Frank,’ 


chuckled. “But dis coon was mighty skeered about # ° 

‘deed he wor.” | 7 
pA 
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A TERRIBLE FIGHT. | en 

_At the end of three uneventful days Frank saw not | c 
of the sunken island, although he had searched in every ad 
rection for it. B: 

As the air in the reservoirs was becoming exhausted, 

sent the Clipper to the surface to replenish their supply. ’ 
It was a hot afternoon when the sea naens rose to Ff 
surface, and the water was as smooth as glass. BY 
Barney was playing his fiddle in the kitchen, and Pot bi 


was thumping an accompaniment on his banjo, while Ht 
had gone back in the engine-room to start the dynamo 9 
charging the jars of battery, and to get the air-pump wol ; 
ing. i . 
- The boat had risen close to the coast of India. 
Frank flung open the window and peered out. 
There was a fearful roar, and a shomer of timbers flew vo 
was drifting along with the tide, her sails hangjag flab | 


jou 
and useless from the yards, as there was no wind. i 


On her deck the sailors were lounging around smokin gole 





and talking, as they had absolutely nothing to do. 
- It was a warm, lazy, listless scene, backed up by the dat 


green verdure lining the flat shore. re 
For several moments Frank watched it. a 
Then he caught sight of a fictilla of canoes in a small I - 
goon, filled with half-naked Handoos. vill 
He wondered what they were doing there, and was a} j 
pete 


the point of hailing the crew of the ship, when “orn 

saw the whole flotilla dart out of the bay. 
They paddled straight for the ship. . 

_ A yell arose from the sailors when they saw the black f 


. 


lows, and a scene of inteng® excitement at once stietied j 
Their ery was taken up by the Hindoos. =f 
Finding that they were discovered in the act of attackil full 
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ries sel, they 1 now “began to Tchande | their firearms at 


a ship. | Ae 
| By lett no doubt of their warlike intentions. 
1 y were evidently intent upon capturing the vessel 
Ww plunder, and the misfortune was that thege were very 
|» — fire-arms on board in the hands of the crew, so that 
L @ was every possibility of the Hindoos getting the best 
h 1e1 y 
s” here were a dozen of the canoes, and each one contained 
ey r eleven men, every one of whom were armed with mus- 
Bend pistols. 
ha of bullets flew around the becalmed ship. 
he sailors had dodged down behind the bulwarks, the 
ch below came rushing up on deck alarmed by the re- 
_ ffs, and the captain and mates were issuing orders to the 


n to secure such arms as were aboard and repel the 
: Pi “There will be a massacre aboard of that craft unless I 
| te to assist those poor fellows, * Frank muttered. 
Bene and. Pomp heard the shots and yelis. 
hey stopped playing the fiddle and banjo, and hastened 
i 01 he turret, asking Frank what the troubie was. 
“] is it a ruction yer havin’?” the Celt asked. - 


Dorf ‘No. Look out the window and you'll see the cause of the 
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oe 
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uk ble.” 
Lan’ sakes!” roared Pomp, “dey’s a lot oh coons gwine 
te ter r kill dem yere sailors on de ship.” 
? [hey mean to plunder the vessel, no doubt.” 
“Faith, it’s a helpin’ hand we must be artnet givin’ 


n.” 


vorp 


“Fo > suah,’”’ assented Pomp. 


oo 


“Then arm 


a “Cal Hunt to help you, boys,” said Frank. 
surselves, gef on your metal suits, and man the port 
ba 

. ples!” 

kip 


whe coon and the Irishman nodded and hurried out. 
‘Fran! then steered the sea engine toward the canoes, and 
7¢ men on the ship began to discharge the few weapons 
hey possessed and a furore of voices arose on all sides. 
1p Those Hindoos are bad men,” Frank thought. “They 
1 I fight like demons to get possession of the ship.” 
, oe He saw that come of them were bound to reach the ship 
a for e he could, and closing the window, he shouted: 
« Tm going under water !” 
} “Al ] roight, me lad,” responded Barney. 
om hen I give you the order, open the ports.” 
HV. ery well, ”» answered the Irishman. 
x thereupon submerged the Clipper, and ntiing on 
oh all ev she was buried, sent her on like a locomo- 
oa 
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She rushed chieaete the brine, and soon reached te ca- 
noes. 

‘Then up she rose beneath two of them. 

Over went the dugouts, spilling as occupants into ae 
water. 

Several of the boats by this time had reached the trader, 
and their dusky crews were boarding her. | 


The crew of the ship were ranged along the bulwarks — 


firing and beating the Hindoos back with capstan bars, mar- 
lin spikes, belaying pins and musket barrels. 

Some of them had cutlasses, with which they eee 
frightful damage to the heads of the natives. 

A chorus of howls es¢aped the capsized natives when bhiey 
saw the Clipper, and they swam away from her. 

They thought she was some huge, deep sea monster. 

“Ready, boys!” shouted Frank. 

“All ready,” answered Hunt, cheerily ; “shall we fire?” 

“Pick off the ones attacking the ship.” ; ges 

“Took out fer ther whoite min an’ hang ther naygurs !” 
roared Barney, as he began firing. — o 

Pomp was not quite pleased at the manner in which this 
speech was delivered, but said nothing. | 


The three men poured.a dangerous fire out at the’Hin- 


doos. 
The screams that now arose were horrible, as many of 
the Hindoos fell back into the water. | ASS fl 
Presently they saw the Clipper rushing toward them. 
So did the ship’s crew, but they realized that the Clipper 


was some sort of a metallic vessel, the crew of which was 


coming to their rescue. is 
The sea engine frightened some of the black men so that 


they paddled away, but a large party of them had swarmed | 


up over the bulwarks, had gained the deck, and were fight. 
ing the crew. 

An awful combat then boas 

As the Clipper rushed up to the flotilla of canoes 63 ter- 
rible blade struck them, sweeping some aside, capsizing oth- 


| ers, and striking others with the force of a battering ram. 


The shots from the pneumatic repeating rifles, wielded 
by the inmates of the boat, were creating terrible havoc 
among the Hindoos, and those who could hastened to get 
away. : t 

Frank brought his boat to a pause beside the ship. 

All of the canoes had been driven away, and many of 
their occupants were swimming in the water. | 

The natives who had reached the deck were fighting like | 
demon’ to master the crew, and several of the sailors fell 
from the terrible blows they received. pel 

It was time they had assistance. 
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“It was 1s impossible to fire ‘among the crowd, as some. cor the |’ coe the young ea the negro o clutal ch 
white men might have been struck by the bullets... ~ They began a fearful struggle. q 
Frank therefore shouted to his friends : : The young inventor might have got the best of his 
‘Have you got on. your armor ?” | had not more of the blacks seen them and come swir 
“ Yassah!” answered Pomp. a up to them and grasped him. 
“Then board the ship and help them !” 
Out hastened the three at once, and getting upon the deck} A dozen hands seized him on all sides, and the Hit 
of the other vessel, they went to the sailors’ assistance. pushed him down under the water. 
Many shots were fired at them by the Hindoos, and many} A chill of horror passed over Frank. 
blows were dealt them, but no damage done. “They mean to drown me!” he muttered. 
The metal suits made them invincible. | 


— shot they returned told among the ranks of the| ; CH APTER XIII. 
‘natives ; 





Frank cast a glance out at the men in the water. __ | THE EFFECT OF LIQUOR. 

The blacks in the canoes were paddling away with all 
their might, and the ones in the water swam after them. 

In order to keep up their race to the landward, Frank 
opened the windows and discharged several shots after 
them from a brace of pistols. 


Everyone of the Pe ideos had by this time been dr 
from the deck of the trading ship. 

As no canoes remained, they had to swim. 

. Barney, Pomp and Hunt saw the black ‘horde arc 


Frank pressing him ander the water to drown him. 
‘The movements of the fugitives were greatly accelerated 


by this fusillade, and Frank finally desisted. 
He saw that the men on the ship now had no means of 


reaching the shore except by swimming, for the canoes in | the Clipper, upon which he hastily clambered. 


which they came had been driven away, overturned, or} He had seen the three men get into her, and shouted. 


smashed to pieces by the blade of the sea engine. : fact to his armored: friends. 

_ The Hindoos knew this, too. _ They came down, entered the boat, and drove the bla 

_ It rendered them very desperate. his ‘out of the’ sea engine, when they sprang overboard. | 
They knew that unless they conquered the ship’s com-| As they swam away Frank went in. 

pany, they would be cut down to a man by the sailors. By this time all the blacks had been put to flight. 
Consequently they fought furiously. | A breeze now sprang up, for the sun had begun to 
Seeing that he might be of some assistance, Frank armed down, and filling the sails of the becalmed English ship, 

himself, and, going up on deck, he began to pour a most dis- glided away from. the shore. 

astrous fire upon such of the natives as he could hit. 


Pg \ 


Her crew and officers shouted their thanks to Frank 2 
Seeing the reinforcement, the blacks finally became | his friends, and as the inventor saw that they were no long 


Liat atripken’ and rushed to ‘the bulwarks on the side] in danger, he went into the turret. 


where Frank was, and sprang over. The air-chambers by this time were filled, and the bf 


Observing them coming, the young inventor made a rush | teries recharged, so Frank sent the boat under again to c¢ 
for the trap-door to get inside. tinue her search for the sunken island. 


Before he could do so, several of the blacks leaped down By this time she had worked her way considerably to t 
on the deck, and one of them striking Frank, knocked him | south of where she had first begun the search. 
overboard. 


A yell escaped the Hindoos. 


Several of them rushed down into the interior of the boat 


All her work had been done at considerable distance fro 
the land, and Frank now resolved to: hug the shore closer. 


and one of them, attempting to follow, shut down the trap tance separating the island from the main,” he thought. 


with a bang. The sailor had entirely recovered from the knife wour 


hh 
i] 
They therefore fired at the rascals and drove them ay 


yelling furiously, several of theif number badly wound . le 
Frank came up, puffing and blowing, and struck out) 


Beset on #11 sides, Frank was in a dangerous strait, 
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“Oscar Hunt might have been mistaken about the dig 


‘Finding that he could not get in, the man leaped into | he received in Readestown, and he felt like himself again 


the water, which was dotted with the heats of many of his Unfortunately for him, his former ‘thirst for liquor 1 " . 


companions. turned, and on the morning after they submerged, he ¢ ask Ke 


Here he struck close to Frank. | | ; | re Frank for a drink. 
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— Tn not fallow any Geinidns i excess upon my bouts! r Rael, Sante under her hull on one side, and coming up 
a or answered him; “but if you want one drink, | on the other, and acting altogether like sportive EEE | - 


ys: | find a bottle of liquor in the locker in the store-] Their antics were very amusing. ; 
p | The searchlight made their oily bodies gleam and glisten, 
hs aL don’t wish to keep up the practice,” said the and seemed to have a great fascination for them. 
i be “On the contrary, I wish to break it off, if I can. Hunt became very much interested in the playful fish. 
hi 


A dark cloud aeROrOY made its appearance ahead, and 
they swam rapidly away. ° 
It was a school of mackerel. 


to be a pretty hard drinker when I was a sailor. Re 
‘though, I have kept away from it, Mr. Reade.” 
and help yourself,” Frank remarked. ine remem- 
0 getting drunk here—I warn you, sir.’ Nur 
t nodded and went back to the storeroom. 
fing the bottle, he took a drink. 
was going to replace it, when he took another drink. 
len he started to return to the pilot house, when a most | came manifest, for Hunt now caught view of a dozen or 


stible desire took possession of him to take a third | more huge tunny-fish in pursuit of the mackerel. | 
They w were devouring the small fish as fast as they reached 


There were thousands of them. | 

So dense was the mass that the sea engine had to force her 
way through them, and hundreds of the fish were killed. 

The cause of this school flying in that manner soon be- 


é Etoaght off the fecling f for awhile. ely. them! | iy 
ATO Phen he irresolutely went back and got what he wanted.| “Lord! what hungry creatures!” muttered the sailor, as 
ot t being accustomed to it recently, he quickly felt the | he watalied the slaughter going on. “I see that all the big 
1 A¥ét of the liquor in his head, especially so as he had taken | fish*in the ocean devour the little ones—the strong always 
de frge quantity every time he imbibed. epee attack the weak from the largest to the smallest.” 
ut $ soon as he realized that he was getting under the in-| The boat finally left the mackerel astern. 
ace of the liquor, he pulled his faculties together, and| She now reached a rocky section. | 
vi ig to hide it, returned to Frank. : _ Floating vines that clung to the bottom by delicate ten- 
‘Phe young inventor darted a keen glance at him. | drils filled t é water with their wavy arms everywhere. aes 
) well did Hunt conceal vied condition into which he} All the rocks bristled with clams, oysters ‘and mussel 
getting that Frank did not noticdit. | ghells. There were large clusters of meandrina coral scat-_ 
tered over the interstices like great foot- balls, and tufts of 
wiry stubble grass dotted the crevices: | 
Great cracks in the ground were seen. | 
These gaping fissures, in places, widened out until they 




















| Vell, did you get the whiskey, Hunt ?” he asked. 
y les, sir; and prime stuff it is, nt ? 
, is your trick at the wheel now.’ 


1“ pery well, sir,” 
rank left the sailor in hari of the boat and walked assumed the forms of vast ravines. 
a aa | It was impossible to see the bottom of these’ yawning a 


for they extended hundreds of feet into the earth. A 
They made Hunt shudder. | 
“S’pose,” he muttered, “s’pose the boat should—hic— 

tum’le down into one of zose—zose—those holesh! Zhat— 

that would be zhe—zhe lash of her!” 


‘Hunt grasped the spokes and peered out the window. 

he conviction soon dawned upon him that he was get- 
: ed unk—very drunk indeed. 

e tried to fight off the feeling. 

7 his won’t do,” he muttered in alarm. “He has left me 
charge of the boat. It is a responsible task. If the li-| His tongue was getting thick from whiskey. 
tgets the best of me, I’ll be in a deuced awkward plight,| The boat left the rocky plateau. 

: it wasn’t my turn on duty. But I don’t dare to ¢on- Then Hunt had a remarkable experience with his eyes, 


to Reade that I’ve taken too much. He would get He saw a large codfish. 


y at me.” Suddenly it seemed to become two fishes. 

le whirled the wheel, and kept his glance on the water. Then the finny beauties began to flip up and down. 

‘soon began to dance and swim unsteadily before his} At one moment they seemed to stand on their heads, ‘then 

Fa pnd a weak, rocky ee began to take possession of | on their tails, then they flew through each other, and finally 

0g | they vanished, whereupon the sea began to move to and fro | 
umber of aieevalaee beaut to play around the outside , with the greatest rapidity. 

e boat, racing along with her, rolling over on their Hunt shut one eye and puckered up ae mouth. 
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“ Mosht remarkable ching,” said he, in amazement. “Any. “See what it has led to,” a 


i one—would shink 1 wush gettin’ loaded.” of 4] give you my word I'll never do it again.” 3 
} He braced up with comical gravity, and began to whirl] “No; for I’ll never again give you the chance.” 7 
| the-wheel in the most reckless manner. : “This is lesson enough for me, sir. I won’t forget ' 
i The sea engine ran wildly in all directions. “Barney, is the boat injured any ?” 

fi: 


i Her movements amused the sailor, and he soon became so| “ Shure, ther hull is all r ight ; but ther blade’s off.” _ 


much interested that the wilder he could make her go the ], ““Whereabout’s are we?” 





better pleased he became. | . “Paix, it’s a ‘mountain we've run inter.” 

Finally he began to nod and blink. : Ts the prow buried deeply into the ground ?” 

-He was getting sleepy. “Can’t tell widout goin’ outside an’ luckin’.” 

His eyes soon closed} and he let go the wheel, and ine ~ “Then I'll put on a diving-suit and attend to it mys 
i down upon the floor, he fell fast asleep. | | Frank motioned to Pomp to accompany him, and they 
The boat was thus allowed to take her own course. | ready and left the Clipper. u 
i The drunken sailor slept on in blissful ignorance of the} They soon reached the ground. 
| ‘ danger they were in, and soon began to snore, Here they found the prow of\ the sea engine caught 
Frank and the others were so busy in the other rooms | tween two rocks that held her in a vise-like grip. 
, they did not think of going into the turret. | ; “Pu have to blast that rock to get her free,” Frank 1 
i _ They therefore remained ignorant of what was trans- | tered as he examined it. | q 
; piring. | , , 
1 


Then he glanced around to motion to Pomp, when to 
The Clipper was then sunk to a depth of one hundred | alarm he saw the darky struggling in the grip of an octoy 
4 feet, and as she went across a vast depression the bottom| The big fish had silently approached the darky and wo 


vanished from sight below. one of his tentacles around him. 


It then hastened up the side of the hill with him) <9 
A cry of alarm escaped Frank, and he Rane e: atte | 
devil fish and its struggling victim.’ | 
Up the hill went the horrible object to the top, a suid. t] 
- On she rushed and in a few moments she reached it, and | jt vanished from si 
the big blade struck the flinty rock. 


There came a crash as it bent and snapped off. 


| Plunging on, the Clipper’s bow next struck and was Here Pomp was fighting the octopus. 


buried deeply into the ground. ) The darky was armed with a knife, and severed the ti 


The shock alarmed Frank, Barney and Pomp. tacle that held him, just as Frank reached his side. 
Oscar Hunt opened his eyes. The other arms of the devil fish Were wound around h 


Ee A vague impression was upon his mind of the fact that but-Frank just then attacked it with his knife. 
some dreadful catastrophe had occurred. 


It partially brought him to his senses. 


{ In a short time there loomed up a big elevation that tow- 
| ered high above the boat. 

! _ She was rushing straight toward it. / 

There. was no avoiding a collision. 


When Frank isattna the bi, he observed that he was 
a large flat plateau. 





In a few moments they killed the octopus. 


As it fell to the ground a stream of water gushed into 
He staggered to his fect, and glaring wildly out the win- young inventor’s diving suit, through a tear the octopus | 
do, saw that the boat had plunged into the ground. 


made in it with one of its: tentacles. 
A thrill of alarm passed through him. 


He clapped his hand over the spot, and thus checked # : 
Just then the door flew open, and Frank, Barney and ingress of the water, saving himself from drowning. 


Pomp rushed into the turret. Pomp saw what the trouble was. 





Frank had sat himself ypce the ground to examine tl 
: | ce tear better. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

H As he attempted to arise, a bright sparkle in the sand 


, FINIS, ah tracted his attention, and he picked up the stone that emi 


_ “Hunt, you’re drunk!” ted it, when he saw that it was a big, aay diamond, 
; ve NOt ain’t—sober asajudge” © | Frank was startled. | “iz q 
| ~ “You was drunk, then.” A 3 He glanced around. | | 
“T admit. the impeachment.” , . | ! 


4 


’ | Now a peculiar scene met his view. - 














fe e saw : thet the sletanu hays were on was covered with 
ig ght sandstone slabs at a short distance away. 


T The sunken diamond mine!” he gasped. 
| tisfled that accident had brought them to the very 
Ce BE tne were seeking, Frank got upon his feet. 
‘ollowed by Pomp, he went back to the boat. 
nce they were inside he took off his suit, and as Barney 
| Hunt approached him, he said: 
I've found it.” 
Found what?’Barney asked. 
The sunken diamond mine.” 
Vhat!” cried Hunt, in startled tones. 
‘Look at this diamond.” | 
e handed them the stone he picked up. 
oth were amazed and delighted, and Htnt said: 
After all, it was lucky I drank that liquor.” 
“Tf you hadn’t, we might never 


























Yes,” assented Frank. 
found the sunken island, This®must be it into which 
sea engine ran, It’s top is covered with just such sand-. 
: e shafts as you described to us.” 

scar Hunt turned to Barney and Pomp. 

You see,” said he, “how you both wronged me by doubt- 
my story. Of course it was a risk to place « confidence i in 
But I told the truth,” 

m sorry I disbelaved yer,” frankly said Setaet 


" rfect stranger. 
Faix, I’m 
A n me, too, chile,” said Pomp, in candid tones, _ 

‘h is wastequal to an apology, and the sailor was satisfied. 
fe then said: 

cS Shall we all go, up there now after the diamonds?” 

“we must first liberate the boat. 
P we will float her up on the plateau.” 


EN o,” answered Frank ; 


1 ting utensils and went out alone. SB 
aving arranged a cartridge where it would break the 
without injuring the boat, he fired the blast. 

reed the Clipper. ae 

r big blade was gone, but the hull remained intact. 
rank then went to the top of the deck, and Barney raised 
boat up on the plateau. = # 

: we came to a pause in the center of it. 

e Hunt, Barney and Pomp left her in: diving-suits, 


to fo get the diamonds out of the ground. 


. said he had buried the stones he collected. 
te some trouble the place was found. 

ere he produced the diamonds. 

ere was a large number of them, 

E 8 


“I 
mil 
a 


e put on another diving suit, provided hinfesls with 


idea with such implements as the sailor deemed neces- 


e first thing Hunt did was to look for the rock under 





They were Fit chau the sea engine, and then the real Ay 
work began in earnest. | 


Our friends had a difficult task, for it was necessary {o | 
mine into the crust of the island to find the gems. . | 
The most expeditions way to do this was to blast up the 
ground with dynamite cartridges, and then examine the 
broken ground afterward for the gems. | ’ 
The work was prosecuted in this manner and several 
weeks passed by, during which time our friends were obliged - 
to go to the top in the boat for air. 


The first time they ascended they looked for the mountain 
with the fiery top which Hunt said marked the coast. 

But nothing was seen of it. 

There was a range of hills on shore, but nothing else like 
a mountain such as Hunt described, 


Many large and valuable diamonds were unearthed on the 
sunken island, and our friends prosecuted the search until 
the entire surface had been blown up and examined. 


- Of course they. failed to find vast numbers of the gems 


| that lay buried in the ground. 


But they succeeded in getting enough to pay them all very 
handsomely for the work they were put to. | 
At the expiration of a month they were obliged to desist, 
for Pomp had told them that their supply of food and pro- 

visions was running dangerously low. | 

An account was then taken of their collection, and ey 
found that they had enough of the gems. 

They therefore abandoned the place. 

Sending the sea engine to the surface one pleasant day, 
they drove her in shoreward toward a coast town. 

Here a fresh supply of food and water was secured, and 
Frank said to the English merchant of pi they made 
their purchases : 

“Do you know anything about a volcanic mountain ever 
having been seen near here?” “4 kar ‘ 
“Back in that 
range of hills there was less than a year ago a large volcano. 


“Why, yes,” was the unexpected reply. 


During an eruption the mountain settled down gradually 
| 
| 


until it was on a leyel with the rest of the hills, The crater 
is there yet, but the voleano i is extinct.” , 
Frank was satisfied. | | esi 


Hunt’s assertion was proven true. | | 
He told his friends what he learned. ) 
They then started the sea engine for home. 

It was a long and uneventful voyage that followed, the 
boat riding the surface in calm weather and going under xi 
sea in storms. | 

They finally reached Readestown, 
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Here they debarked with the diamonds, and “the young 


- inventor’s mechanics were ordered to stow the boat away. 


Unluckily, however, one of the dynamite cartridges ex- 
ploded in the sea engine, and she was blown to pieces. 
No one was hurt by the accident, and as Frank had no 
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- Frank and his companions were well satisfied with t P 
sult of their voyage, but the active mind of the: 


The result was that he was soon afterward conti 


new invention, and it finally mryen out to be a great te The 


E 

further use for her, he did not grieve, for she had earned | cess. , q a 
him much more than it cost to build her. _ Of course, such inventions as Frank Reade, Jr., dey Th 
The diamonds were sold, and a large fortune was realized | necessitated a voyage one way or another. He was des a 
from the sale, which the four divided. : to meet with the most thrilling adventures with the ee 
By the consent of all, Frank kept the big sapphire he had; contrivance. We have an account of his new inventio 3 
taken from the submerged idol as a curiosity. readiness in this library, and next week shall have it b a 
Oscar Hunt then left our friends. Jour readers. Until then, we will leave the trio. 4 a 
THE END. | = 
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These stories are based on actual «acts and give a faithf 
account of the exciting adventures of a brave band of Americ: 
; egy 5 who were always ready and willing to imperil their liv 

or the sake of helping along the gallant cause of Independent 
} Every number will consist of 32 large pages of reading matte 
i bound in a beautiful colored cover. 4 
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H LATEST ISSUES: 84 The Liberty Boys ‘‘Hoo-Dooed’’; or, Trouble at Every Turn. — 
$5 The Liberty Boys’ Leap for Life; or, The Light that Led Them 
, . 42 The Liberty Boys’ Brave Rescue; or, In the Nick of Time. 86 The Liberty Boys’ Indian Friend; or, The Redskin who Fought 

43 The Liberty Boys’ Big Day; or, Doing Business by Wholesale. Independence: a 


44 The Liberty Boys’ Net; or, Catching the Redcoats and Tories. 87 The Liberty Boys “Going it Blind’; or, Taking Big Chances. f 


ae 
| 


5 one eeperty Boys ee, or, ues eee ae tet ae Slater | 88 The Liberty Boys’ Black Band; or, Bumping the British Hard. 
> e Liberty Boys’ Iron Grip; or, Squeezing e Redcoats. SQ The Liberty Boys’ “Hurr 1]’*3 ae h to Sa¥ 
: 47 The Liberty Boys’ Success; or, Doing What They Set Out to Do. Priend. a aide: mney. oF. Wild Dash to\'S 4 


48 The Liberty Boys’ Setback; or, Defeated, But Not Disgraced. : ; : : 
49 The Liberty Boys in Toryville; or, Dick Slater's Fearful Risk. | 90 The Liberty Boys’ Guardian Angel; or, The Beautiful Maid . 


50 The Liberty Boys Aroused; or, Striking Strong Blows for Liberty. Mountain. j 
, 51 The Liberty Boys’ Triumph; or, Beating the Redcoats at TPheir| 1 The Liberty Boys’ Brave Stand; or, Set Back but Not Defeated 
Own Game. 92 The Liberty Boys “Treed” ; or, Warm Work in the Tall Timber 
1 52 The Liberty Boys’ Scare; or, A Miss as Godfi as a Mile. 938 The Liberty Boys’ Dare; or, Backing the British Down. a 
: 53 The Liberty Boys’ Danger; or, Foes on All Sides. 94 The Liberty Boys’ Best Blows; or, Beating the British at Bennit 
54 The Libetty Boys’ Flight; or, A Very Narrow Escape. ton. a 
; 55 The Liberty Boys’ Strategy; or, Out-Generaling the Enemy. 95 The Liberty Boys in New Jersey; or, Boxing the Ears of the Br ev 
56 The Liberty Boys’ Warm Work; or, Showing the Redcoats How ish Lion. f 
to Fight. ‘ 96 The Liberty Boys’ Daring: or. Not Afraid of Anything. ee 
57 The Liberty Boys’ ‘‘Push"’; or, Bound to Get There. | 97 The Liberty Boys’ Long March; or, The Move that Puzzled # ™! 
58 The Liberty Boys’ Desperate Charge; or, With “Mad Anthony” British. . 
at Stony Point. 98 The Liberty Boys’ Bold Front;,or, Hot Times on Harlem Height 
59 The Liberty Boys’ Justice, And How They Dealt It Out. 99 The Liberty Boys in New York; or, Helping to Hold the Gr 
| SP Re bees Bote, Womans a, ake eine ae 1 
7 ne Sauer es ees, Sees ‘Or ores Oe Sere ot Contr ny» | 100 The Liberty Boys’ Big Risk; or, Ready to Take Chances. eC 
62 pee eee one Daring ‘Stroke; or, With Light-Horsa Harry 101 The Liberty Boys’ Drag-Net; or, Hauling the Redcoats In. 


, 


63 The Liberty Boys’ Lively Times; or, Here, There and Everywhere. 102 The Liberty Boys’ Lightning Work; or, Too Fast for the Britt 


64 The Liberty Boys’ “Lone Hand”; or, Fighting Against Great 1038 Ae Boys’ Lucky Blunder ; or, The Mistake that Hel 

Odds. | ¢ 
85 The Liberty Boys’ Mascot; or, The Idol of the Company. 104 The Liberty Boys’ Shrewd Trick; or, Springing a Big Surprise - 

66 The Liberty Boys’ Wrath; or, Going for the Redcoats Roughshod. | 105 The Liberty Boys’ Cunning; or, Outwitting the Enemy. f 

67 The Liberty Boys’ Battle for Life; or, The Hardest Struggle vf | 106 The Liberty Boys’ “Bi it’; or, ae the Redcoats Of 

} AM 107 The Liberty Boys “Wild Irishman”; or, A Lively Lad fro 

68 The laberty Boys’ Lost; or, The Trap That Did Not Work. Dublin. §& 

y 69 The Liberty Boys’ ‘‘Jonah”; or, The Youth Who “‘Queered” Everything. | 108 The Liberty Boys’ Surprise; or, Not Just What They Were Log} © 

70 The Liberty Boys’ Decoy; or, Baiting the British. ' jing For. : 

wd 71 The Liberty Boys Lured; or, The Snare the Enemy Set. 109, The Liberty Boys’ Treasure; or, A Lucky Find. 


72 The Liberty Boys’ Ransom; or, In the Hands of the Tory Outlaws. |110 The Liberty Boys in Trouble; or, A Bad Run of Luck. 
73 The Liberty Boys as Sleuth-Hounds; or, Trailing Benedict Ar-|111 The Liberty Boys’ Jubilee; or, A Great Day for the Great Cau 


; » nold. 112 The Liberty Boys Cornered; or, “Which Way Shall We ‘Turn 
. 74 eee Boys “Swoop”; or, Scattering the Redcoats Like |113 The Liberty Boys at Valley Forge; or, Enduring Terrible Har 


aff. ships. 
75 The Liberty Boys’ “Hot Time’’; or, Lively Work in Old Virginia. | 444 


t 76 The Liberty Boys’ Daring Scheme; or, Their Plot to Capture the ; rie Likert Bee Wee Sra owe wher ree 
King’s Son. 6 The Liberty Boys Deceived; or, Tricked but Not Beaten. 


77 The Liberty Boys’ Bold Move; or, Into the Enemy’s Country. 
78 The Liberty Boys’ Beacon Light; or, The Signal on the Mountain. 


1 

: The Liberty Boys and the Dwarf; or, A Dangerous Enemy. 
79 The Liberty Boys’ Honor; or, The Promise That Was Kept. 1 
) l 
1 
i 


5 

7 

: te pps ay ve Meadbhota, 7 The Deadly Twelve. 
i 80 The Liberty Boys’ “Ten Strike” ; or, Bowling the British Over. Dae PAR Cete ecteet Aare ret eer On iO renee 
i $1 The Liberty Boys’ Gratitude, and How they Showed It., 1 
2 82 Ore etter Boys and the Georgia Giant; or, A Hard Man to 2 

andle. 

83 The Liberty Boys’ Dead Line; or, “Cross it if You Dare!’ 


For Sale by All Newsdealers, or will be Sent to Any Address on Receipt of Price, 5 Cents per Copy, by 
FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 24 Union Square, New York 
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of our Libraries and cannot procure them from newsdealers, they can be obtained from this office direct. Cut out and e| 
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turn mail. POSTAGE STAMPS TAKEN THE SAME AS MONEY. 
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i FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 24 Union Square, New York. 


The Liberty Boys’ Neatest Trick; or, How the Redcoats were Foole¢ 
The Liberty Boys Stranded; or, Afoot in the Enemy’s Country. ES 
The Liberty Boys in the Saddle; or, Lively Work for Liberty’s Caus 
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the latest jokes used by the 
No amateur minstrels is complete without 

















































onder little book. 
¥: re THE BOYS OF NEW YORK STUMP SPEAKER.— 
@tai Mae a varied assortment of stump speeches, Negro, Dutch 
Also end men’s jokes. Just the thing for home amuse- 
| i and amateur shows. 
vo, 45. THE BOYS OF NEW YORK MINSTREL GUIDE 
¥D JOKE BOOK.—Something new and very instructive. Every 
& should obtain this book, as it contains full instructions for or- 
izing an amateur minstrel troupe. 
No. 65. MULDOON’S JOKES. —This is one of the most original 
= books ever published, and it is brimful of wit and humor. It 
jiains a large collection of songs, jokes, conundrums, etc., of 
rence Muldoon, the great wit, humorist, and practical joker of 
day. Every boy hin cone enjoy a good substantial joke should 
hin a copy immediate 
oO. OW TO BECOME AN ACTOR.—Containing com- 
e instructions how to make up for various characters on the 
ge; together with the duties of the Stage Manager, Prompter, 
nic Artist and Property Man. By a care Stage Manager. 
o. 80. GUS WILLIAMS’ JOKE BOOK.—Containing the lat- 
jokes, anecdotes and funny stories of this world-renowned and 
popular German comedian. Sixty-four pages: handsome 
red cover containing a half-tone photo of the author. 


HOUSEKEEPING. 
o. 16. HOW TO KEEP A WINDOW GARDEN.—Containing 
| instructions for constructing a window garden either in town 
ountry, and the most approved methods for raising beautiful 
rers at home. The most complete book of the kind ever pub- 


ied. 

Jo, 30. HOW TO COOK.—One of the most instructive books 
ing ever published. It contains recipes for cooking meats, 

x e, and oysters; also pies, puddings, cakes and all kinds of 
5 and a grand collection of recipes by one of our most popular 


? 
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cS “37. HOW TO KEEP HOUSE.—It contains information for 
ty body, boys, girls, men and women; it will teach you how to 
e almost anything around the house, such as parlor ornaments, 
kets, cements, Aeolian harps, and bird lime for catching birds. 


ELECTRICAL. 
lo. 46. HOW TO MAKE AND USE ELECTRICITY.—A de- 
ption of the wonderful uses of electricity and electro magnetism ; 
ether with full instructions for ares Electric Toys, Batteries, 
_ By George Trebel, A. M., M. D. Containing over fifty il- 
er ag 
. 64. HOW TO MAKE ELECTRICAL MACHINES.—Con- 
n aie full directions for making electrical machines, induction 
Is ons and many novel toys to be worked by electricity. 
DR. A Bennett. Fully illustrated. 

No. 67. HOW TO DO ELECTRICAL TRICKS.—Containing a 
rg collection of instructive and highly amusing electrical tricks, 
gether with illustrations. By A. Anderson. 


ENTERTAINMENT. 
o. 9. HOW TO BECOME A VENTRILOQUIST.—By Harry 
Bhedy. The secret given away. Every intelligent boy reading 
s book of instructions, by a practical professor (delighting multi- 
des every night with his wonderful imitations), can master the 
t, and create any amount of fun for himself and friends. It is the 
atest book ever published, and there’s millions (of fun) in it. 

o. 20. HOW TO ENTERTAIN AN EVENING PARTY.—A 
y valuable little book just published. A complete compendium 
games, sports, card diversions, comic recitations, etc., suitable 
br parlor or drawing-room entertainment. It contains more for the 
ia@gevy than any book published. 
Bo. 35. HOW TO PLAY GAMES.—A complete and useful little 
bax, containing the rules and ene of billiards, bagatelle, 
ae gammon, croquet. dominoes, e 
No. 36. W TO SOLVE GONUNDRUMS. —Containing all 
bé leading cenuniirisiay of the day, amusing riddles, curious catches 
| anc witty sayings 
}) No. 52. HOW TO PLAY CARDS.—A complete and handy little 
do ok, giving the rules and full directions for playing Euchre, Crib- 
asino, Forty-Five, Rounce, Pedro Sancho, Draw Poker, 

ction Pitch. All Fours, and many other popular games of cards. 
A o. 66. HOW TO DO PUZZLES.—Containing over three hun- 
dred interesting puzzles and conundrums, with key to same. 
2° plete book. Fully illustrated. By A. Anderson. 


A 
ETIQUETTE. 
I No. 13. HOW TO DO IT; OR, BOOK OF ETIQUETTHR.—It 
1 4 great life secret, and one that every young man desires to know 
Gilabout. There’s happiness in it. 
"No. 33. HOW TO BEHAVE.—Containing the rules and etiquette 
good society and the easiest and most approved methodseof ap- 
pearing to good advantage at parties, balls, the theatre, church, and 


the drawing-room. 


DECLAMATION. 

E No. 27. HOW TO RECITE AND BOOK OF RECITATIONS. 
Containing the most popular selections in use, comprising Dutch 
act, French dialect, Yankee and Irish dialect pieces, together 
With many standard readings. 
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No. 31. HOW TO BECOME A SPEAKER. Sontag four 
teen illustrations, giving the different positions ‘requisite to batons 

a good speaker, reader and elocutionist. Also containing gems. from: 
all the popular authors of prose and poetry, arranged in the mosi« 
sim a is concise manner possible. 

HOW TO DEBATR. —Giving rules for "eondiactine de 
hates: opines for debates, questions for discussion, and the bess 
sources for procuring information on the questions given. 


SOCIETY. 

No. 3. HOW TO FLIRT.—The arts and wiles of flirtation arm 
fully explained by this little book. Besides the various methods of 
handkerchief, fan, glove, parasol, window and hat flirtation, it con- 
tains a full list of the language and sentiment of flowers, which is 
interesting to everybody, both old and young. You cannot be happy 
withuut one. 

No. 4. HOW T!}O DANCE is the title of a new and handsome 
littie book just issued by Frank Tousey. It contains full instrue 
tions in the art of dancing, etiquette in the ball-room and at parties, 
— to dress, and full directions for calling off in all popular squax: 
ances. 

No. 5. HOW TO MAKE LOVE.—A complete guide to love 
courtship and marriage, giving sensible advice, rules and etiquett» 
to be observed, with many curious and interesting things not ge 
erally known. 

No. 17. HOW TO DRESS.—Containing full.instruction in the 

art of dressing and appearing well at home and ‘abroad, giving the 
selections of colors, material. and how to have them made up. 
No. 18. TO BECOME BEAUTIFUL.—One of the 
brightest and most valuable little books ever given to the world, 
Kiverybody wishes to know how to become beautiful, both male anél 
female. The secret is simple, and almo as costless. "Read this book 
and be convinced how to become beauti 


BIRDS AND ANIMALS. 
No. 7. HOW TO KEEP BIRDS.—Handsomely illustrated an! 
containing full instructions for the.management and training of tha 
canary mockingbird, bobolink, blackbird, paroquet, parrot, etc. 
39. HOW TO RAISE DOGS, POU LTRY, PIGEONS AN®}D 
RABBITS. —A peel and instructive book. Handsomely illus 
trated. By Ira Drofra 

No. 40. HOW TO MAKE AND SET TRAPS.—Including hints 
on how to catch moles, weasels, otter, rats, squirrels and birds, 
Also how to cure skins. Copiously illustrated. By J. Harringtow 


Keene. 

No. 50. HOW TO STUFF BIRDS AND ANIMALS.—A 
valuable book, giving instructions in collecting, preparing, mountiny 
ane preserving “birds, animals and insects. 

o. 54. HOW TO KEEP AND MANAGBR PETS .—Giving com- 
tee ‘information as to the manner and method of raising, keeping, 

taming, breeding, and managing all kinds of pets; also giving fu j 
instructions for making cages, ete. Fully explained by twenty-eigh* 
illustrations, making it the most complete book of the kind ever 


published. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. 8. HOW TO BECOME A SCIENTIST. —A useful and im 
structive book, giving a complete treatise on chemistry; also ex- 
periments in acoustics, mechanics, mathematics, chemistry, and di- 
rections for eee ee colored fires, and gas balloons. This 
book cannot be eq 

No. 14. HOW TO “MAKE CANDY.—A complete hand- — fox 
ae eo ia Be far: ice-cream, syrups, essences, etc. 

—FRANK ‘TOUSEY’S UNITED STATES DISTANOD 

TABLES, POCKET COMPANION AND GUIDE.—Giving the 
official distances on all the railroads of the United States ans 
Canada. Also table of distances by water to foreign ports, hac 
fares in the principal cities, reports of the census, etc., etc., making 
it one of the most complete and handy books published 
No. 38. HOW TO BECOME YOUR OWN DOCTOR.—A won- 
derful book. containing useful and practical information in th@ 
treatment of ordinary diseases and ailments common to every 
ae Abounding in useful and effective recipes for general com- 
plaints. 
No. 55. HOW TO COLLECT STAMPS AND COINS.—Con- 
taining valuable information regarding the collecting and arranging 
of stamps and coins. Handsomely illustrated. 
No. 58. HOW TO BE A DETECTIVE.—By Old King Brady, 
the world-known detective. In which he lays down some valuab © 
and sensible rules for beginners, and also relates some adventures 
and experiences of well-known detectives 

No. 60. HOW TO BECOME A PHOTOGRAPHER. —Contain- 
ing useful Shaan regarding the Camera and how to work it; 
also how to make Photographic Magic Lantern Slides and other 
Handsomely illustrated. By Captain W. De W 


> 


Transparencies. 


bney. 
No. 62. HOW TO BECOME A WEST POINT MILITARY 
CADET.—Containing full explanations how to gain admittance, 
course of Study, Examinations, Duties, Staff of Officers, Post 
Guard, Police Regulations, Fire Department, and all a boy should 
know to be a Cadet. eeee and ,written by Lu Senarens, author 
of “How to Become a Naval Cadet 

No. 68. HOW TO BECOME A ‘NAVAL CADET. oe in- 
structions of how to gain admission to the Annapolis Nava’ 
Academy. Also containing the course of instruction, description 
of grounds and buildings, historical sketch, and everything a_boy 
should know to become an officer in the United States Navy. Com- 
piled and written by Iu Senarens, author of “How to Become “ 
West Point Military Cadet.” 


PRICE 10 CENTS EACH, OR 3 FOR 25 CENTS. 
Address FRANK ‘'TOUSEY, Publisher, 


24 Union Square, New York. 






















FRANK READE 


WEEE TIYyvy MAGAZINE. 


Containing Stories of Adventures on Land, Sea and in the Air. 


By “NONAMBEB.”’ 
Each Number in a Handsomely Illuminated Cover. 


Wael 32-PACE BOOK FOR 5 CENTS, See 


All our readers know Frank Reade, Jr., the greatest inventor of the age, and his two fun-loving chums, Barne 
and Pomp. ‘The stories published in this magazine contain a true account of the wonderful and exciting | 
adventures of the famous inventor, with his marvellous flying machines, electrical overland engines, and his extfa 
ordinary submarine boats. Each number is a rare treat. Tell your newsdealer to get you a copy. 
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1 Frank Reade, Jr’s White Cruiser of the Clouds; or, The Search for| 15 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Turret; or, Lost in the La! 


the Dog-Faced Men. of Fire. 
2 Frank Reade, Jr.'s Submarine Boat, the “Explorer”; or, To the! 16 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Engine of the Clouds; or, Chas 
North Pole Under the Ice. Around the World in the Sky. 
a 3 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Van; or, Hunting Wild Animals in the | 17 In the Great Whirlpool; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Strange Adventur 
Jungles of India. in a Submarine Boat. 








4 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Air Canoe; or, The Search for the 18 Chased Across the Sahara; or, Frank Reade, Jr., After a Bedag 7 


Valley of Diamonds. “Captive. ef 
5 Frank Reade, Jr.'s “Sea Serpent’; or, The Search for Sunken] 19 six Weeks in the Clouds; or, Frank Reade, Jr.'s Air-Ship— 
Gold. “Thunderbolt.” | 


6 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Terror, the “‘Thunderer’; or, The 
Search for the Tartar’s Captive. 
7 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Air Wonder, the “Kite”; or, A Six Weeks’ 
Flight Over the Andes. 
§ Frank Reade, Jr.'s Deep Sea Diver, the ‘‘Tortoise”’; or, The Search 
for a Sunken Island. . 
9 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Invention, the “Warrior”; or, Fighting 
‘% Apaches in Arizona. 
. £ 10 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Air Boat; or, Hunting Wild 
Beasts for a Circus. 
11 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Torpedo Boat; or, At War With the 
Brazilian Rebels. 
12 Fighting the Slave Hunters; or, Frank Reade, Jr., in Central 
Africa. , 
13 From Zone to Zone; or, The Wonderful Trip of Frank Reade, Jr., 
with His Latest Air Ship. 
14 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Blectric Cruiser of the Lakes; or, A 
Journey Through Africa by Water. K 


For Sale by All Newsdealers, or will be Sent to Any Address on Receipt of Price, 5 Cents per Copy, by 


20 Around the World Under Water; or, The Wonderful Cruise 6! 
Submarine Boat. 


21 The Mystic Brand;,or, Frank Reade, Jr., and His Overland St : 
22 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Air Racer; or, Around the Globe 
Thirty Days. 


23 The Sunken Pirate; or, Frank Reade, Jr., in Search of a heed 
at the Bottom of the Sea. 

24 Frank Reade, Jr.'s Magnetic Gun Carriage; or, Working for — 
U. S. Mail. 

25 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Ice Ship; or, ae Adi 
in the Frozen Sky. 

26 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Hlectric Sea Engine; or, Hunting for a Sun! 
Diamond Mine. 
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